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1.1 Study goals 

 
The research has the following few particular goals: 

■ To identify the protected areas of NATURA 2000 and the wetlands along the 

Danube from Vidin to Oryahovo; 

■ To analyze the condition of the protected areas and the wetlands; 

■ To compose specific measures and recommendations, aimed towards the local 

authorities and the publicity, for the conservation, maintenance and restoration 

of the protected areas and the wetlands, as well as monitoring their condition; 

■ To present good European practices for the management of protected areas 

and wetlands of NATURA 2000. 

 

1.2. Scope of the Study 

 

The study was conducted in the period from 15.02.2016 to 30.06.2015. In the study, the 

protected areas of NATURA 2000 that are along the Danube coastline and in the 

territories of the Vidin, Dimovo, Lom, Valchedram, Kozloduy, Miziya and Oryahovo 

municipalities have been included. 

 

№ Protected area  Code ЗЗ 
Area 

(ha) 

 

Area, Municipality  

1. PA "Zlatiyata" BG0002009 43498,73 v. Butan, v. Glozhene, town of Kozloduy, v. 
Kriva Bara, v. Harlets, munic. Kozloduy; v. 
Barzovets, v. Valchedram, v. Septemvri, v. 
Gorni Tsibar, v. Zlatiya, v. Razgrad, munic. 
Valchedram;  

v.Manastiri, v. Mihaylovo, v. Hayredin, 
munic. Hayderin; v. Sofronievo, munic. 
Miziya.  
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2. PA "Island Next To 
Gorni Tsibar" 

BG0002008 218,31 
 

Gorni Tsibar, munic. Valchedram. 

3. PA "Orsoya Fishponds BG0002006 475,46 
 

Lom, munic. Lom. 

4. PA „Island Ibisha“ BG0002007 399,31 
 

Gorni Tsibar; Dolni Tsibar , munic. 
Valchedram 

5. PA „Tsibar Swamp" BG0002104 909,77 Dolni Tsibar, munic. Valchedram; v. 
Stanevo ,munic. Lom. 

6. PA "Golya Island" BG0002067 414,56 Kutovo, munic. Vidin. 
Table 1. Protected areas along the Danube coastline from Vidin to Oryahovo under the Birds Directive 

 

№ Protected Area Code ЗЗ 
Area 
(ha 

 
Area, Municipality  

1. PA "Orsoya" BG0000182 2460,62 
v. Archar; v. Dobri Dol; town of Lom; v. 
Orsoya; v. Slivata.  

2. PA "Kozloduy" BG000527 125,38 Gorni Tsibar; Kozloduy 

3. PA "Tsibar” BG0000199 2971,73 
v. Gorni Tsibar; v. Dolni Tsibar; v. Zlatiya, 
munic.Valchedram; v. Stanevo , munic. 
Lom. 

4. 
PA "Island Steppe 
Vadin" 

BG000528 301,29 
v. Gorni Vadin; v. Ostrov  

5. PA “Ostrov” BG0000334 4873,72 
v. Galovo; v. Lyaskovets; v. Oryahovo, v. 
Ostrov,v. Selanovtsi 

6. PA "Ogosta River" BG0000614 1253,24 

v. Butan, v. Glozhene; v. Kriva Bara, v. 
Harlets, v. munic. Kozloduy; v. Oryahovo, 
munic. Oryahovo; v. Staevo; v. Sofronievo, 
v. Voyvodovo; v. Miziya, munic.Miziya. 

7. PA "Archar" BG0000497 28,60 v. Archar, munic. Dimovo 

8. 
PA "Kozloduy 
Islands" 

BG000533 909,04 
Town of Kozloduy, v. Harlets, munic. 
Kozloduy. 

9. PA "Bliznatsi Island" BG000532 606,24 
Town of Dunavtsi, v. Botevo, v. Zheglitsa , 
v. Simeonovo, munic. Vidin; v. Archar , 
munic. Dimovo. 

10. PA "Kutovo Island" BG000552 118,33 v. Kutovo, munic. Vidin 
 Table 2. Protected areas along the Danube coastline from Vidin to Oryahovo under the Habitats Directive 



 
Fig. 1. Protected area "Zlatiyata", source: http://natura2000.moew.government.bg/Home/Map# 

 
Fig. 2. Protected area "Island Next To Gorni Tsibar", source: http://natura2000.moew.government.bg/Home/Map# 

 

http://natura2000.moew.government.bg/Home/Map


 

Fig. 3. Protected area "Orsoya Fishponds, source: http://natura2000.moew.government.bg/Home/Map# 

 

 

 
Fig. 4. Protected area „Island Ibisha“, source: http://natura2000.moew.government.bg/Home/Map# 

http://natura2000.moew.government.bg/Home/Map


 

Fig. 5. Protected area „Tsibar Swamp", source: http://natura2000.moew.government.bg/Home/Map# 
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Fig. 6. Protected area "Golya Island", source: http://natura2000.moew.government.bg/Home/Map# 

 

Fig. 7. Protected area "Orsoya", source: http://natura2000.moew.government.bg/Home/Map# 

 

 

 

 

Fig. 8. Protected area " Kozloduy"", source: http://natura2000.moew.government.bg/Home/Map# 
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Fig. 9. Protected area "Tsibar", source: http://natura2000.moew.government.bg/Home/Map# 

 

 

 

 

 

Fig. 10. Protected area "Island Steppe Vadin", source: http://natura2000.moew.government.bg/Home/Map# 

http://natura2000.moew.government.bg/Home/Map
http://natura2000.moew.government.bg/Home/Map


 

 

Fig. 11. Protected area "Ostrov", source: http://natura2000.moew.government.bg/Home/Map# 

 

 

 
Fig. 12. Protected area "River Ogosta", source: http://natura2000.moew.government.bg/Home/Map# 

http://natura2000.moew.government.bg/Home/Map


 

 

Fig. 13. Protected area "Archar", source: http://natura2000.moew.government.bg/Home/Map# 

 

 

 
Fig. 14. Protected area "Kozloduy Islands", source: http://natura2000.moew.government.bg/Home/Map# 



 

 
Fig. 15. Protected area "Twins Island", source: http://natura2000.moew.government.bg/Home/Map# 

 

1.3. Research methodology 

The collection of data for the goals of the study is conducted through a few main 

methods, which are applied in interconnection, i.e. the results, that are gathered 

from the application of one method, serve as entry information in the planning and 

application of the next method. The goal is to validate the results and to solve the 

established controversies and inaccuracies. The following methods have been used: 

 

■ Research of documents and information; 

■ Analysis of its contents (content-analysis); 

■ Territorial scanning; 

■ Interviews with experts and interested sides; 

■ The method of the expert evaluation. 



 

2.1. The conservation of the biological diversity in the EU – 

regulatory framework 

NATURA 2000 is the biggest network of protected areas in the whole world. It covers 

more than 18% from the land territory of the European Union and nearly 6% from its 

aquatory. 

Protected areas, which fall under NATURA 2000, are announced in accordance with two 

directives from the European Union – Directive 92/43/EEC for the conservation of the 

natural habitats and the wild flora and fauna (called The Habitats Directive for short) 

and Directive 79/409/EC, codified through Directive 2009/147/EC, for the conservation 

of the wild birds (called The Birds Directive for short). 

The Habitats Directive aims to guarantee the conservation of over 1000 types of rare, 

endangered or endemic plants and animals, and of over 200 types of rare and specific 

habitats. During 1992, with this particular directive the unified European ecological 

network for the special protected areas "NATURA 2000" was created. 

Every member-state determines for itself which are the protected areas, determines 

the measure for their conservation and submits information about all of this to the 

European Commission. 

Directive 79/409/EC is the first directive adopted by the member-states in the field of 

environmental politics in the far-reaching 1979. It has been changed in 2009 and the 

current document is Directive 2009/147/EC. 

The directive regards the conservation of all different types of living in a wild condition 

birds on the territory of the EU and has, as a primary goal, the defense, management 

and regulation of these species and the settlement of their use. The directive is applied 

to the birds, their eggs, nests, and habitats. 

The directive requires the territories, on which certain types of wild birds can be found 

and are important for the conservation of the species, to be classified as "special 

protected areas". These special areas are also a part of NATURA 2000. 
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2.2. International agreements in the field of nature and 

biological diversity conservation, ratified by Bulgaria  

The Bulgarian legislation and the national strategic planning in the field of nature 

and biological diversity conservation are based also on the fulfillment of the 

commitments of our country on a number of ratified by Bulgaria international 

conventions. 

Of essential importance for this research is the Convention on wetlands of 

international importance, more specifically as habitats of waterfowl birds (The 

Ramsar Convention), ratified by the Republic of Bulgaria on 24.01.1976 (SN 

56/1992). The convention on wetlands is an international agreement, which has, as its 

main goal, "the conservation and wise use of all wetlands through local, regional and 
national activities and international cooperation as a contribution towards the 

achievement of a stable development of the whole world. Towards January 2016 the 

convention has been ratified by 169 countries and covers 2 200 wetlands across the 

whole world with a total are of 214 million hectares. 

The convention also supports an official public list (the "Montreux Record"), in 

which have been described all wetlands, in which there have been, are currently being 

or is possible to be carried out ecological changes. Bulgaria is a country in the Ramsar 

convention almost from its introduction into motion and towards this current day has 

declared eleven Ramsar locations. One of which – the protected area "Ibisha Island" fall 

under the reach of the current research. 

 

2.3. The conservation of the biological diversity in Bulgaria – 

regulatory framework 

A framework, regarding all laws for the conservation of the environment and the 

biodiversity, is the Law for the Conservation of the Environment (SN 91/2002, changed 

in issue 64 from 14.08.2015). In it are included the main norms for the conservation of 

the components of the environment, the biological diversity, the procedures for an 

ecological evaluation and the evaluation of the impact on the environment, the 

authorization schemes, the management and the financing. The main and basic legal 

act which regulates the conservation of the live nature is the Law for the Biological 

Diversity (SN 77/2002, changed in issue 101 from 22.12.2015). With this law, there have 

been introduced in our country the norms for the two main directives – for the habitats 

and the birds. The law for the biological diversity also determines the procedure, based 

upon which the protected areas on the two directives of the EU are declared. Proposals 

for the declaration of protected areas can be done by all state authorities, scientific 

and public organizations. The Ministry of Environment and Water of Bulgaria (MOEW) 

organizes the research, the evaluation and the preparation of the documentation as 

jointly with the Ministry of Agriculture and Food of Bulgaria (MAF) they carry out an 



informational campaign. MOEW submits the documentation for approval from the 

National Council on Biological Diversity, and after receiving an approval follows a 

decision made by the Ministry Council and a dispatch of the information for approval 

from the European Commission as well. It is expressly stated in the law that the 

decisions of the National Council on Biological Diversity and the Ministry Council are 

made only on the basis of scientific information and with accordance with the goals of 

the National Ecology Network. After the inclusion of a particular protected area in the 

list, the Minister of the Environment and Water composes a draft order for the 

declaration of a protected area, which is subject to a public discussion for a month. 

After this period and on the basis of a final decision, taken on the received comments, 

disagreements or proposals, an order for the declaration of the particular area as a 

protected one is drawn up. 

A different approach for conservation is applied under the Law for the Protected 

Territories (SN 133/1998, changed in issue 66 from 26.07.2013). This law defines six 

categories of protected areas: reserves, national parks, nature sights, maintained 

reserves, nature parks, protected sites. 

The national parks and the nature reserves are an exclusive state property. The 

remaining categories can be owned by private parties or municipalities, but in all cases, 

the law defines very clearly which activities are allowed or prohibited in each of the 

categories of protected areas. 

The management and control of the protected areas are assigned to the Ministry of 

Environment and Water and its regional organs as for each protected area there is a 

plan for management that is composed. The plans for the management of the national 

and nature parks are approved by the Ministry Council, and the plans for the 

management of the remaining categories of protected areas – by the Minister of 

Environment and Water. The minister of the environment and water also organizes the 

control over the activities of all owners and users of the protected areas. 

With the Ministry Council Decree 7/08.02.2000 an Ordinance for the Development of 

Plans for the Management of Protected Areas was introduced. According to the 

Ordinance, the plans for the management of national and nature parks, the reserves 

and the maintained reserves are necessary, as the ones with a higher priority are the 

such for the management of protected areas, which are included in the lists of 

international conventions or such of European significance for the conservation of the 

biological diversity. 

Article 27 of the Law on the biological diversity states that for the protected areas, 

which are a part of NATURA 2000, there can be developed plans for management. The 

norm, which is introduced, however, is not imperative, but wishful, i.e. the 

development of such plans for management is not necessary. Yet, during 2009 an 

Ordinance for the conditions and the order for the development and the approval of 



plans for the management of protected areas (adopted by the MCD 349/30.12.2008) 

under the Law for biological diversity was introduced. 

The plans for the management of the protected areas have a specifically designed 

subject – the types of habitats and the variety of wild birds under the two directives, as 

well as the measures for the prevention of the deteriorating of conditions in the 

different types of natural habitats and in the habitats of the species, as well as the 

prevention of the endangering and the disturbance of the species – a subject of 

conservation. 

The composition of the management plans is assigned by the minister of the 

environment and waters to state organs and their departments in the sphere of their 

competence, as well as municipalities and their associations, scientific and academic 

institutes or nongovernmental ecological organizations. These interested organizations 

can submit a suggestion for the composition of a management plan for a particular 

protected area, after which they have to receive approval from the minister of the 

environment and waters and to prove that they can financially secure the composition 

of the said plan and the activities that follow it. All management plans for protected 

areas are subject to a public debate and comment and after that – to an approval from 

the minister of the environment and waters. The plans are updated every ten years, 

with the exception of those for the wetlands, whose plans are to be updated every five 

years instead. 

It is important to pay attention to the Ordinance for the conditions and order of the 

execution of the evaluation of the compatibility of the plans, programs, projects and 

investment proposals with the subject and goals of the conservation of the protected 

areas. Through it, the conservation of the natural habitats and the habitats of the 

species in the plans, programs and projects and investment proposals is guaranteed, 

which, however, individually or in cooperation with others can prove to have a 

significant negative impact. All of them are subject to an evaluation for their 

compatibility with the subject and the goals of the conservation of the particular 

protected area. 

 

2.4. NATURA 2000 in Bulgaria 

The process of creating the Natura 2000 network in Bulgaria started in 2002. with the 

adoption of the law on biological diversity, which introduces the two European 

directives. In the period 2002-2007. is made and presented to the European Commission 

a national list of sites for inclusion in the Natura 2000 network. At present, the Natura 

2000 network is considered to be almost completely built as national lists for protected 

areas are established by the Cabinet of Ministers and the European Commission. 

In Bulgaria are declared protected areas in 1015 the law for protected areas, covering 



approximately 5.3% of the territory of the country. 

Protected areas, which are part of the European ecological network Natura 2000, 

covered much greater territory. With the decisions of the Council of Ministers adopted 

119 protected areas for the conservation of wild birds, covering 22.70% of the territory 

of Bulgaria and 234 protected areas for the conservation of habitats, covering 30% of 

the territory of a country or a total of 340 have been adopted from the Natura 2000 

protected areas covering 34.40% of the territory of the country. 

At the time of the preparation of the study has been awarded orders for the 

announcement of all protected areas under the birds directive and has commenced the 

issuance of orders by the habitats directive. Approved management plan there are six 

protected zones, three in 2015. and three in 2016. 

Information system for protected areas of ecological network Natura 2000 provides 

detailed information and free access to data on protected areas, the procedures for the 

assessment of compatibility and related documents. 

 

2.5. What's next for Natura 2000 

Adopted in 2011 biodiversity strategy of the European Union, is aimed at preventing the 

loss of biodiversity and ecosystem services in the EU, as well as to provide support to 

prevent the loss of biodiversity worldwide. Gambling strategy and three categories of 

horizontal measures for its implementation-funding through various programs of the 

Union, the strengthening of the partnership between the various stakeholders and, last 

but not least - the sharing of knowledge and information. 

The last national biodiversity strategy was adopted in Bulgaria in 1995. In April 2014. 

National priority has adopted a framework for action (NPRD) for Natura 2000 for the 

multi-annual EU financial perspectives 2014-2020. NPRD is developed on the 

requirement of the EU with the aim of introducing a single standard for strategic 

planning of activities under Natura 2000. The purpose of NPRD is to identify better the 

needs and priorities of funding for Natura 2000 protected areas at the national and 

regional level and to facilitate their integration in future programs of the different EU 

financial instruments. 

Particularly relevant to this study there and the national plan for the conservation of 

the most important wetlands in Bulgaria (2012-2022). 

Of the areas included in this study, the following are part of the plan - protected area 

"Ibiša Island" as a Ramsar site and "Fisheries" and "island Orsoya to Gorni Tsibar" as 

potential Ramsar locations. On the basis of the analysis are defined horizontal and 



specific measures to be implemented in the 10-year period of implementation of the 

plan. 

For the new planning period ( -2020) was developed and adopted by the Ministry of 

environment and water a national information and communication strategy of the 

Natura 2000 network. The strategy presents the work done until now for information 

and communication with stakeholders and planned communication and information 

goals for the next ten years by offering specific activities, time and financial framework. 

 

2.6. Natura 2000-at a glance 

It is important to know that neither the European nor the national legislation placed 

prior bans on new activities or for the development of the areas included in the Natura 

2000 network. 

Bans and restrictions on certain activities may be introduced through orders for the 

announcement and of plans for the management of the zones, but again after public 

hearings. Bans are introduced only in the event that the implementation of an action 

will certainly result in significant damage to the habitats and species that are protected 

in the protected area. If, in a given zone introduce prohibitions on certain activities in 

agricultural land or forests, of the producers concerned shall be paid compensation. 

The main differences between the protected areas under the law for protected areas 

and Natura 2000 protected zones are in the subject matter of protection and 

arrangements. In most protected areas the subject matter of the protection is not 

clearly defined (i.e. protect it), while in the protected zones shall indicate specific 

types of valuable habitats and species. In protected areas can be caught and Habitat 

and species, to which there is no interest from an environmental point, and does not 

provide for measures or regimes. 

In protected areas regimes introduced on construction and use of the resources relate 

to the whole of their territory. In the protected areas do not necessarily bring modes, 

but if you put in place, they will apply only to a specific Habitat or species which are 

the subject of protection. Total bans on construction, they are usually implemented in 

most protected areas, shall not be introduced for the Natura 2000 areas. In the 

protected areas do not provide for compensatory measures, while in protected Natura 

2000 sites such be provided. 

 



  

 

In this section are presented and analyzed wetlands and protected areas of the 

Natura 2000 network along the river Danube from Vidin to Oriahovo pursuant to 

paragraph 1.2 of this document. 

 

3.1. General information on the territory 

The territory covered by the Western Danubian plain, which lies between the 
currents of rivers, Timok and Vit. Characteristic of the area is the presence of loess 
(formed during the Pleistocene), which has a strong influence on the landscape, 
soils, and hydrological characteristics. Krajdunavskite lowlands and valleys of the 
rivers are filled with alluvial, Loamy, sandy and gravel sediments. 
The territory is characterized by Plains platoviden relief and a gentle slope to the 
Northeast. Loess plateaus are separated by river valleys and form areas called zlatii. 
The largest of these is the Zlatiyata, situated between the valleys of the rivers 
Ogosta and the Tsibritsa. To the West of the town. LOM are typical, and canyons to 
the East-the asymmetric (sloping left-wing and right-wing steep Valley slopes). For 
the areas of v. Oryahovo, and Orsoya, Dunavtsi mudslides are common. 
All protected areas of the investigated territory fall into the moderate-continental 
climate area. During the cold months of the year are observed large temperature 
inversions. The annual temperature amplitudes reach 25-26 °C. The average annual 
temperature is around 12 ° C 11. Characteristic of the area is that the territory 
between the NPP and Lom valežna falls into the shadow caused by the Carpathian 
Mountains, which is the reason for the lower rainfall. 
On hydrological features of the region have an impact several factors-the amount 
and distribution of rainfall, lowland-Hill nature of relief, a major filtration and 
evaporation, nature of the geological basis. These factors determine the runoff 
module[1]who hesitates between 2 and 3 l/s/km[2] . 
In the territory crossed the Danube River. The average multi-annual run-off of the 
River at the entry in the Dolnodunavskata Valley in Novo Selo station is around 5800 
m3. The maximum flow of the Danube is late spring and summer - the so-called. 
"cherry water". The minimum is in the fall. The chemical composition of the river is 
of importance to the territory, as the water in the wetlands is directly linked to the 
Danube River. Spring high waters flood the Kozloduy Islands in the area and river 
terraces to levees and created on them cultures remain under water, which in turn 
worsens growing conditions. With holograms and undermine the high waters and 
coasts and causing demolitions. Dams were built near Kozloduy and Glozhene Island 
for the protection of coastal areas from high Danube waters.  
The soil covering of the territory refers to Srednob″lgarskata lesostepna soil zone. It 
is represented by three main soil types-černozemi, gray forest soils, and alluvial-
meadow soils. 
All protected areas included in the study are declared as such by a decision of the 
Council of Ministers No 122/02.03.2007. for the adoption of a list of protected areas 

3. Identification and analysis 



for the conservation of wild birds and a list of protected areas for the conservation 
of natural habitats and of wild fauna and flora. In separate orders of the Minister of 
environment and water for each of the protected areas must be defined the current 
borders and areas of the properties included in the protected area, and to identify 
conservation measures, especially with regard to activities that are forbidden to be 
carried out. 
In parts of the protected areas which are near populated areas, commonly occur 
illegal dumps-indiscriminate disposal of construction and household waste. 
The examples are from the land of the village of Archar River, which falls into the 
protected zone "and" protected zone Archar "Orsoya": 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 
 



3.2. Review and analysis of information on protected areas  

 

"Zlatiyata" was declared a protected area for the conservation of wild birds, by the 

decision of the Council of Ministers No 122/02.03.2007. for the adoption of a list of 

protected areas for the conservation of wild birds and a list of protected areas for 

the conservation of natural habitats and of wild fauna and flora. 

Importer of the proposal for the inclusion of "Zlatiyata" in the list of protected areas 

is the Bulgarian society for the protection of birds. 

Order Rd-548 of 5 September 2008 the Minister of environment and water (SG 

83/2008), which sets out the current borders and areas of the properties included in 

the protected area, as well as the specific types of birds, which are the subject of 

protection. For the protected area management plan there is no prepared. 

The area of "Zlatiyata" overlaps with the area of two other protected zones in the 

habitats directive-the entire protected area "Kozloduy" and part of the protected 

area "Tsibar". 

Protected area "Zlatiyata" with total area 43 498.732 HA and includes the villages of: 

■ v. Butan, v. Glozhene, the town of Kozloduy, v.Kriva Bara and v. Harlets (Kozloduy 

municipality, Vratsa district); 

■ v. Buzovets, town of Valchedram, v. Septemvri, v. Gorni Tsibar, v. Zlatiya, v. 

Razgrad. (municipality of Valchedram, Montana district); 

■ v. Manastirishte, v. Mihailovo, v. Hairedin (Hairedin municipality, Vratsa district); 

PROTECTED AREA "ZLATIYATA" (BG0002009) 



■ v. Sofronievo (Mizia municipality, Vratsa district).

 

The zone falls within the territory of the regional Inspectorate of environment and 

waters of Vratsa and Montana. 

The site covers plateau flatness with open grasslands of steppe character and 

cultivable areas. Through the territory of the "Zlatiyata" pass three great rivers-the 

Tsibritsa, Ogosta, and the Danube. 

There have been 122 species of birds, of which 45 are entered in the Red Book of 

Bulgaria, and 53 species are of European natural matter. As globally threatened 

under category SPEC1 fall 5 species as endangered in Europe respectively in category 

SPEC2 -15 and in SPEC3 -36 type. In "Zlatiyata" found significant breeding 

populations of bee-eater (Merops apiaster), the Polish Lark (Alauda arvensis) and 

quail (Coturnix coturnix). Of protected species in protected areas under Directive 

92/43/EEC, of the greatest importance are those that fall into category SPEC1 and 

those who are categorized as critically endangered in the Red Book of Bulgaria. 

Through this approach are certain most significant species for all protected areas. 

For the "Zlatiyata" such types are: lesser White-fronted Goose (Anser 

erythropus),common crane (Grus Grus), great bustard (Otis tarda), as well as species 

that are critical for Bulgaria (under the categorisation in the Red Book of Bulgaria)-

Northern Harrier (Circus cyaneus), evening Kestrel (Falco vespertinus) and Red-

throated Grebe (Podiceps nigricollis). 

Here is the only place in Bulgaria where in recent years has seen the great bustard. 

In winter in the "Zlatiyata" occurs and other globally threatened species - the little 

White-fronted Goose (Anser erythropus), which uses the fields for food along with 

flocks of big White-fronted Goose (Anser albifrons). 

Vulnerabilities and threats 



Protected area "Zlatiyata" is part of the largest compact open flat area in the 

country. She is influenced by human activities related to agriculture, forest 

management, and infrastructure development. Intensification of agriculture, the use 

of pesticides and fertilizers, removal of hedges and shrubs are activities with the 

most serious negative impact on the quality of the habitats directive. The 

destruction of riparian forests and trees in field protected zones lead to fast and 

sharply reducing of the population of the Red-footed Falcon, due to the 

disappearance of nesting sites. Potential threat as habitats, and birds in the area are 

the construction of wind power parks. 

In recent years tend to reinforce the adverse effects of unfavorable factor-pollution 

caused by household waste, livestock markets are organized on the territory of the 

protected area, which causes pollution as with organic waste (of the animals) and 

domestic (from people who visit the markets). Along the Danube River are organized 

groups of beaching people who in most cases do not comply with the principles of 

maintaining of protected areas and different types of waste left behind. 

In the standard form of the following adverse reactions have been identified at high 

risk: 

■ Water areas in the Interior (standing waters, flowing water) 

■ Removal of dead and dying trees 

■ Waste disposal 

■ Forestry felling 

■ The use of biocidal products, hormones, and chemicals 

■ Mowing/cutting of pasture 

■ Trapping, poisoning, poaching, hunting 

■ Cultivation, fertilization, irrigation 

■ Reorganization of agricultural land 

■ Motorized vehicles, roads, road 

■ Storage of materials 

■ Power lines 

Measures to neutralize the risks: 

 



In Order RD-548 of 5 September 2008 the Minister of environment and water for the 

Declaration of the protected area and the appendix in the order № Rd-69 from 28 January 

2013. 

The list of the seven restrictive practices in order to prevent the risks of the exclusion zone. 

The orders ban is introduced: 

■ removal of features of the landscape (field boundaries, single and groups of trees, 

protective forest belts, stone fences and hedges) in the use of agricultural lands as such; 

■ afforestation of meadows, pastures, and Mary, as well as their transformation into arable 

land and permanent crops; 

■ the use of pesticides and mineral fertilizers in pastures and meadows; 

■ mowing of the Meadow from the periphery toward the Center with fast-moving equipment 

before 15 July; 

■ the execution of activities related to drainage or drainage of wetlands, meadows and 

natural bodies of water; 

■ replacement of riparian forests of indigenous tree species with non-native ones at 

distances up to 50 m from the boundaries of water bodies. 

■ the use of non-selective means of pest control in agriculture. 

Description of habitats 

90% of the land cover, covered in the area consists of extensive "cereals (incl. rotating crops 

with set-aside periodically) ", which appears to be the main economic use of the land in the 

protected area. 

 

 

"Island to the Gorni Tsibar" was declared a protected area for the conservation of 

wild birds, by decision of the Council of Ministers No 122/02.03.2007. for the 

adoption of a list of protected areas for the conservation of wild birds and a list of 

protected areas for the conservation of natural habitats and of wild fauna and flora. 

Importer of the proposal for the inclusion of the "island of the Gorni Tsibar" in the 

list of protected areas is the Bulgarian society for the protection of birds. 

Order № Rd-552 of 5 September 2008 the Minister of environment and water (SG 

83/2008) defines the current borders and areas of the properties included in the 

PROTECTED AREA "ISLAND NEXT TO GORNI TSIBAR" 
(BG0002008) 



protected area, as well as the specific types of birds, which are the subject of 

protection. For the protected area management plan there is no prepared. Falls in 

the territory of the Regional Inspectorate of environment and water Montana. 

The territory of the zone is 100% state owned. In the past has harvested wood 

products and carried out fishing in the waters of the Danube river, river shipping in 

the western part of the island. 

"Island to the Gorni Tsibar" falls entirely within the scope of the protected zone in 

the habitats directive "Tsibar". 

Protected area "Island Next To Gorni Tsibar" is with total area 218.423 HA and 

includes the territory of Gorni Tsibar, Valchedram municipality. The island is located 

at 715-km of the Danube River, east of Ibisha island and northeast of the village of 

Gorni Tsibar (coordinates 11057 ' 25 '' East longitude and 43080 ' 194 ' ' North 

latitude). 

Within the protection zone is located and protected under the law on protected 

areas "Tsibar Island" with an area of 101.48 HA. Through the territory of the “island 

to the Gorni Tsibar "passes only the Danube River. 

The avifauna includes 45 species, of which three types are SPEC1, two types are 

SPEC2 -two kinds, SPEC3[3] -12 species. 36 species are listed in annex 2 of the law 

on biological diversity, which requires special protection measures. 21 type are in 

the Red Book of the Republic of Bulgaria, and 15-Annex I to directive 79/409/EEC[4]. 

Covers the Bulgarian Ramsar criteria for coverage of the population in two species of 

birds. Wetland is significant and large Cormorant (Phalacrocorax carbo), to 2300 

copies constantly using it as a place to rest, during the nesting period, and during 

the after nesting wanderings and migration. The species with the greatest 

importance for the area are the Dalmatian Pelican (Pelecanus Crispus), small 

Cormorant (Phalacrocorax pygmeus) and the Ferruginous duck (Aythya nyroca). 

 

 



Vulnerabilities and threats 

Significant fluctuations in the water level of the Danube River, fouling the island 

with willow and Poplar erodes the open spaces suitable for rest of the Curly Pelican. 

The island is relatively small and passing fishing boats nearby to disturb  Dalmatian 

pelicans and cormorants. The planned project to increase the capacity of the 

Danube would lead to a permanent change of the water regime of the River, as well 

as to the disappearance of the shallow waters around the island. 

In the standard form of the Natura 2000 identified the following adverse effects at 

high risk for the zone: 

■ Fishing with driftnets, hunting 

■ Trapping, poisoning, poaching 

■ Forestry felling, replanting of forests 

■ Fun fishing 

■ Artificial afforestation of open area 

■ Operation of forests without reforestation or natural regeneration 

■ Extraction of sand and gravel 

■ Removal of undergrowth, the afforestation of open areas 

In order No 552 of RD-5 September 2008 the Minister of environment and waters 

listed seven restrictive practices in order to prevent the risks of the exclusion zone. 

With the order introduces a prohibition of: 

■ the construction of new buildings and temporary buildings, ports, terminals and 

industrial enterprises; 

■ destroying the island entities; 

■ the extraction of natural resources; 

■ disposal and temporary storage of waste; 

■ the execution of activities related to the reclamation or alteration of the 

hydrological regime, except in the performance of those related to improving the 

status of aquatic ecosystems and habitats; 

■ completion of felling during the period 1 April-30 September; 

■ the use of non-selective means to combat pests in forests. 



 

Description of habitats 

The main part of the area of the protected zone is occupied by water areas in the 

Interior, complemented by deciduous forests and small part coastal sand dunes and 

beaches. 

 

"Orsoya Fishponds" was declared a protected area for the conservation of wild birds, 

by the decision of the Council of Ministers No 122/02.03.2007. for the adoption of a 

list of protected areas for the conservation of wild birds and a list of protected areas 

for the conservation of natural habitats and of wild fauna and flora. 

Importer of the proposal for the inclusion of "Orsoya Fishponds" in the list of 

protected areas is the Bulgarian society for the protection of birds. Order Rd-565 of 

5 September 2008 of the Minister of the environment and water (SG 83/2008) 

defines the current borders and areas of the properties included in the protected 

area, as well as specific types of birds, which are the subject of protection. State 

property is 53% of the territory, municipal-8%, and 39% of the territory of the 

protected area is privately owned. 

There is no management plan developed of the protected zone. Falls in the territory 

of the regional Inspectorate of environment and waters Montana. 

The territory of "Orsoya Fishponds" falls entirely within the scope of the protected 

zone in the habitats directive "Orsoya. In the territory of a protected area "Orsoya 

Fishponds is located and protected area (PAA)" Fishponds Orsoya "147.18 area HA. 

Protected zone “Orsoya Fishponds " is with total area 475.546 HA and includes the 

land of the town Lom, Lom municipality, Montana district. 

"Orsoya Fishponds" are located at the site of the now non-existent Orsojsko bog, 

along with the floodplains around it. The area is located between the village Orsoya 

and village Dobri dol, in the immediate vicinity of the Danube River (coordinates 

43079 ' 06 "North latitude and 23009 ' 03" East longitude). 

Fishponds are separated from the adjacent wet meadows with dams. To this place 

refers the banks of the Danube River. The primary Habitat consists of swamp and 

marsh hygrophite vegetation. Dominated by reeds and Bulrush ordinary fern leaf. In 

the deep parts of the swimming pools, there is kakichka, dropsy frog and rarely 

water lily. To the place applies wood- bush vegetation along the banks of the river. 

PROTECTED ZONE “ORSOYA FISHPONDS” (BG0002006) 



In the spring, when high waters of the river Danube, a large part of the Orsoja Valley 

flood with water, which remained until the middle of summer. 

Through the territory of "Orsoya Fishponds" crossed the river Danube. 

Habitat mainly represents with cranberry and marsh vegetation higrofite fishponds. About 

hatcheries alternated open water areas, reedbeds, marshy meadows, dry hills, in places 

with artificial poplar plantations and higrofite grass formations. Fish ponds are a place of 

international importance for waterfowl along the banks of the Danube River. In the territory 

are established 177 species of birds, of which 77 are of European importance. In the 

category "globally threatened"-SPEC1 5 types are included as being at risk, and in Europe in 

the category SPEC2 -22 type in SPEC3 -49 species. A total of 45 species of birds listed in 

annex I to Directive 79/409/EC, as well as other migratory waterfowl, meet regularly in 

"Hatcheries Orsoya. Here is one of the localities of permanent red neck and red neck Grebe 

in Bulgaria. The most significant species are the great snipe (Gallinago media), Small 

Cormorant (Phalacrocorax pygmeus), corncrake (Crex crex), white-tailed sea eagle 

(Haliaeetus albicilla), ferruginous duck (Aythya nyroca). 

 

 

Vulnerabilities and threats 

 

A major negative factor is the big fluctuations of the water level in the hatcheries, 

which depends on the artificial connection to the Danube River. Other threats are 

the removal of aquatic and coastal vegetation, dry for an extended period of time, 

the anxiety of fishing, hunting, introduction of non-native fish species, invasive 

species, especially Pecottus glehni, pollution, pillage through active period, damage 

to habitats in the coastal zone (construction of dams, strengthening of the banks), 

dredging of the fairway. 

In the standard form of Natura 2000 area is determined only one threat at high risk 

for the zone-change in hydrographic functions. 

 

Measures to neutralize the risks: 

 



In Order RD-565 of 5 September 2008 of the Minister of environment and water for 

the Declaration of the protected area are listed seven restrictive practices in order 

to prevent the risks of the exclusion zone. With the order introduces a prohibition 

of: 

• afforestation of meadows and pastures, as well as their transformation into arable 

land and permanent crops; 

• the removal of features of the landscape (field boundaries, single and groups of 

trees) in the use of agricultural lands as such; 

• completion of felling in the forests of native species that reduce their area 

distribution or  to change the species; 

• carrying out of reclamation activities or change the hydrological regime, except in 

the performance of activities related to improving the status of aquatic ecosystems 

and habitats; 

• lighting of the reedbeds and coastal vegetation; 

• mowing Reed, Cattail and floating aquatic vegetation in the channels and pools on 

the banks and levees in the period from 1 March to 15 August; 

• the use of pesticides (including second generation rodenticides) and manure 

(excluding manure) in pastures and meadows. 

 

Description of habitats 

 

The protected area is made up mostly of moist meadows and inland sites such as 

meet and a small percentage of deciduous forests and extensive cereal 

 

 

Protected area "Island Ibisha" was declared a protected area for the conservation of 

wild birds, by decision of the Council of Ministers No 122/02.03.2007 for the 

adoption of a list of protected areas for the conservation of wild birds and a list of 

protected areas for the conservation of natural habitats and of wild fauna and flora. 

Falls in the territory of the Regional Inspectorate of environment and water 

Montana. 

Importer of the proposal for the inclusion of "Island Ibisha" in the list of protected 

areas is the Bulgarian society for the protection of birds. 

Order Rd-514 of 22 August 2008 the Minister of environment and water (SG 78/2008) 

defines the current borders and areas of the properties included in the protected 

area, as well as the specific types of birds, which are the subject of protection. The 

territory of the zone is entirely State-owned. 

PROTECTED AREA "ISLAND IBISHA” (BG0002007) 



"Island Ibisha" covers the entire maintained reserve "Ibisha"[5] and at the same time, 

falls within the scope of the protected zone in the habitats directive "Tsibar". 

Maintained reserve "Ibisha" is a protected area within the meaning of the law of 

protected areas and have an established management plan. It is not developed a 

management plan for the protected area. 

"Island Ibisha" is included on the list of the Ramsar Convention as a wetland of 

international importance. In 2013, zone "Bistrec-Islands Ibisha" was declared by the 

Secretariat of the Ramsar Convention for a cross-border complex of wetlands, 

located on the territory of Romania and Bulgaria. The objective is the joint 

management of the complex of wetlands on both sides of the Danube River. All over 

the world have announced a total of 16 cross-border complex wetlands under the 

Ramsar Convention. 

Protected area "Ibisha Island" is with the total area 399.318 HA and includes the 

lands of the villages of Dolni and Gorni Tsibar, Tsibar municipality, Montana district.

 

The island is located north of Dolni Tsibar and East of the city Lom (coordinates 43 ° 

82 ' 44 "n, 23 ° 51 ' 86" East longitude). The average attitude is 50 m. 

The site covers the woody vegetation island on the river Danube (717 km), together 

with its adjacent stretch of the river and the river banks. The Ramsar site has an 

area of 372.19 HA. Typical habitats are floodplain forests of Black Alder (Alnus 

glutinosa), white (Salix alba) and the fragile (Salix fragilis) willow, White Poplar 

(Populus alba) and black poplar (Populus nigra), places in combination with poplar 

and higrofite grasslands. Forests are a rich, virtually impenetrable zone of pseudo 

lianas and blackberry. The western coast of the island is a large sand hair without 

vegetation. Around the island is form a river shallows. 

There have been five types of invertebrates, 17 fish species and eight species of 

amphibians and reptiles with conservation significance. The place is of global 

importance for the conservation of the little Cormorant (Phalacrocorax pygmeus) 



and is one of the most important habitats for the night heron (Nycticorax 

nycticorax), squacco heron (Ardeola ralloides), little egret, Eurasian spoonbill 

(Platalea leucorodia). In recent years there has been a trend of progressively 

reducing the number of breeding egrets on account of an increase in the number of 

great cormorants, as well as the widespread drying and falling of poplar trees. 

Protected area "Island Ibisha" entirely falls within the forest territory. The species in 

the area falling within category SPEC1 are the Curly Pelican (Pelecanus crispus) and 

the little Cormorant (Phalacrocorax pygmeus). 

Vulnerabilities and threats 

"Island Ibisha" is influenced mostly by forestry activities on the island and of the 

hydrological regime of the river Danube. All forestry activities associated with nude 

felling of trees, elimination of felling and afforestation with non-native species (e.g. 

hybrid poplar) negatively affect Habitat. The envisaged project to enhance the 

capacity of the Danube could have a negative impact on the mode of the river 

capacity (extension of the fairway, the disappearance of shoals in the central loop 

and at the same time the accumulation of more sediments in the side sleeves of the 

river). 

In the standard form of the Natura 2000 identified the following adverse effects at 

high risk for the zone: 

■ Forestry 

■ Operation of forests without reforestation or natural regeneration 

■ Fishing with driftnets, recreational fishing 

■ Removal of dead and dying trees, replanting of forests 

■ Collectibles of animals (insects, reptiles, amphibians) 

■ Mowing/cutting of pasture 

■ Trapping, poisoning, poaching 

■ Removal of undergrowth, forestry felling 

■ Extraction of sand and gravel 

■ Hunting 

■ Collection/destruction of plants, total 

■ The afforestation of open areas 

 



Measures to neutralize the risks: 

In Order RD-515 of 22 August 2008, the Minister of environment and water for the 

Declaration of the protected area are listed eight restrictive practices in order to 

prevent the risks of the exclusion zone. With the order introduces a prohibition of: 

• The construction of new buildings and temporary buildings, ports, terminals and 

industrial enterprises; 

• The destruction of the island entities; 

• The extraction of natural resources; 

• Disposal and temporary storage of waste; 

• carrying out activities related to drainage, drainage or changing water regime of 

zatoni, wetlands and natural bodies of water, except in the performance of 

activities related to improving the status of aquatic ecosystems and habitats; 

• completion of felling in the forests of native species that reduce their ьиеь 

distribution or to change the species; 

• completion of felling in 300 m radius around the breeding colonies of herons and 

cormorants nesting period (March-July); 

• use of unselected means to combat pests in forests.  

Description of habitats: 

Over half of the area of the protected zone is occupied by internal bodies of water, 

while the rest consists of deciduous forests and underbrush. The protected area is 

only for the forestry used. 

 

"Tsibar Swamp" was declared a protected area for the conservation of wild birds, by 

the decision of the Council of Ministers No 122/02.03.2007. for the adoption of a list 

of protected areas for the conservation of wild birds and a list of protected areas for 

the conservation of natural habitats and of wild fauna and flora. Falls in the 

territory of the Regional Inspectorate of environment and water Montana. 

Importer of the proposal for the inclusion of "Tsibar Swamp" in the list of protected 

areas is the Bulgarian society for the protection of birds. 

PROTECTED AREA "TSIBAR SWAMP" (BG0002104) 



Order Rd-558 of 5 September 2008 the Minister of environment and water (SG 

84/2008) defines the current borders and areas of the properties included in the 

protected area, as well as the specific types of birds, which are the subject of 

protection. There is no developed management plan for the protected area. 

"Tsibar Swamp" overlaps with the protected zone in the habitats directive "Tsibar". 

Protected area "Tsibar Swamp" is with total area 909.77 HA9 and includes the 

villages of: 

■ v. Dolni Tsibar, Valchedram municipality, Montana district; 

■ v. Stanevo, Lom municipality, Montana district. 

 
 
"Tsibar Swamp" is located about 20 km east of the city Lom (between the villages of 
Stanevo and Dolni Tsibar, coordinates 43 ° 82 ' 17 "North latitude, 33 ° 47 ' 28" East 
longitude). Represents the remnant of the extensive past natural wetland mosaic 
located in the rich water and waterfowl vegetation and open water areas, between 
the villages of Stanevo and Dolni Tsibar on the banks of the Danube River. In the 
past, is drained through irrigation series events-the levee of the river Danube and a 
system of drainage channels with a pumping station. In recent years, due to the 
suspension of operation of the pumping station part of the swamp regenerate 
naturally following the detention of autumn and spring waters in the high water of 
the Danube River, accompanied by high groundwater, the snowmelt and the rains. 
 
Biodiversity 
 
"Tsibar Swamp" represents the village flooded plantation and shallow water areas 
overgrown with reeds, Cattail, and other hydrophilic vegetation, surrounded and cut 
by a network of channels. The open water surface is partially overgrown with Devil's 
walnut, Nymphoides peltata, Lemna, Persicaria amphibia, wate dropwort. Zone 



"Tsibar Swamp" is one of the most important places in Bulgaria for the European 
Union with regard to the conservation of habitats and their nesting populations of 
Ardea purpurea, Aythya nyroca (of the greatest importance for the protected area, 
as it falls into category SPEC1), great Bittern, little Bittern and Chlidonias hybridus. 
 
Vulnerabilities and threats: 
 
Protected area "Tsibar Swamp" entirely depends on it relationship with the river 
Danube and the maintenance of the water regime. The area is susceptible to all 
kinds of activities related to wetland drainage. Such activities lead to distortions and 
even to the destruction of significant Habitat for the birds. Illegal discharges of 
municipal and construction waste cause a further deterioration in the quality of 
habitats. Due to its small area territory is susceptible to all kinds of adverse impacts 
from human activities such as hunting, fishing during the nesting season, collecting 
plants and animals, etc. A large-scale investment project, related to the extention 
of the Danube River could lead to a permanent change of the water regime of the 
wetland as it is associated with the river. 
In the standard form of the Natura 2000 identified the following adverse effects at 
high risk for the zone: 
 
■ Disposal of inert materials 
■ Trapping, poisoning, poaching, hunting 
■ Disposal of municipal waste 
■ Fun fishing 
■ Change in the hydrographic functions, General 
 
Measures to neutralize the risks: 
 
In Order RD-558 of 5, September 2008 the Minister of the environment and water for 
the Declaration of the protected zone listed six restrictive practices in order to 
prevent the risks of the exclusion zone. With the order introduces a prohibition of: 
■ afforestation of meadows and pastures, as well as their transformation into arable 
land and permanent crops; 
■ removal of features of the landscape (field boundaries, single and groups of trees) 
in the use of agricultural lands as such; 
■ the use of pesticides (including second generation rodenticides) and manure 
(excluding manure) in pastures and meadows; 
■ the execution of activities related to the reclamation or alteration of the 
hydrological regime, except in the performance of those related to improving the 
status of aquatic ecosystems and habitats; 
■ light the reedbeds and coastal vegetation; 
■ mowing Reed, Cattail and floating aquatic vegetation in the sewers on the banks 
and levees in the period from 1 March to 15 August. 
 
Areas predominantly occupied with moist meadows, extensive cereal, dried grasses 
and deciduous forests. 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

 
„Golya Island" was declared a protected area for the conservation of wild birds, by 
the decision of the Council of Ministers No 122/02.03.2007. for the adoption of a list 
of protected areas for the conservation of wild birds and a list of protected areas for 
the conservation of natural habitats and of wild fauna and flora. Falls in the 
territory of the Regional Inspectorate of environment and water Montana. 
Importer of the proposal for the inclusion of the "Golya Island" in the list of 
protected areas is the Bulgarian society for the protection of birds. 
Order Rd-511 of August 22, 2008, the Minister of the environment and water (SG 

78/2008) defines the current borders and areas of the properties included in the 

protected area, as well 

as the specific types of 

birds, which are the 

subject of protection. 

There is no developed 

management plan for 

the protected area. 

"Golya Island" includes in 

its territory the total 

area of protected zones 

in the habitats directive 

"Kutovo Island". 

Protected area "Golya 

Island" is with total area 

414.56(10) HA and 

includes the land of the village of Kutovo, municipality of Vidin, Vidin District 

conservation area. 

"Golya Island" is located east of the town Vidin, between kilometer 798 and 902 of 

the Danube, South of the villages of Kutovo and v. Slanotran (coordinates 44 ° 01 ' 

44", North latitude, 12 ° 98 ' 83 ' Eastern length). The island is overgrown by shrub 

and tree vegetation-predominantly by willows and poplars. Part of the forests is 

converted into plantations of hybrid poplar. A small part of it is arable land. 

Biological diversity 

Protected area "Golya Island" is one of the most important places in the country of 

the importance of the European Union for the protection of the night heron 

(Nycticorax nycticorax) and small white Heron (Egretta garzetta), that nest here in a 

PROTECTED AREA "GOLYA ISLAND" (BG0002067) 



large mixed colony together with gray (Ardea cinerea) and rusty Heron (Ardea 

purpurea ) and great Cormorant (Phalacrocorax carbo). During the wintering is 

observed and world endangered species Pygmy Cormorant (Phacrocorax pygmeus), 

who uses the island for rest and appears to be a protected species with the highest 

significance for the area. Grey Goose (Anser anser), included in the Red Book of 

Bulgaria, also supports on the island in small numbers. 

Vulnerabilities and threats 

Nature on the island is heavily dependent on the hydrological regime of the river 

Danube. Forestry activities related to the Elimination of bare undergrowth, felling, 

and reforestation with hybrid poplar, have a negative impact on the riparian 

floodplain forests of the island. The intense fishing in the area, as well as hunting, 

causing concern of waterfowl. A major project to increase the capacity of the 

Danube will result in a permanent change of the water regime of the River, as well 

as the disappearance of the shallow waters around the island. These changes will 

have a negative influence on the breeding of the island colonies of birds. 

In the standard form is identified adverse effects at high risk for the zone-k-03/04 

Predation. 

Measures to neutralize the risks 

In Order RD-511 of August 22, 2008, the Minister of environment and water for the 

Declaration of the protected area are listed eight restrictive practices in order to 

prevent these threats to the protected zone. With the order introduces a prohibition 

of: 

■ The construction of new buildings, ports, terminals and industrial enterprises; 

■ Destroying the island entities; 

■ The extraction of natural resources; 

■ Disposal and temporary storage of waste; 

■ The execution of activities related to drainage or drainage of wetlands, meadows 

and natural bodies of water, except in the performance of activities related to 

improving the status of aquatic ecosystems and habitats; 

■ completion of felling in the forests of native species that reduce their area 

distribution or to change the species; 

■ completion of felling in 300 m radius around the breeding colonies of herons and 

cormorants nesting period (March-July); 

■ use the unselected tools for pest management in forestry. Description of habitats 



The zone dominated by internal bodies of water and deserts and underbrush. A small 

percentage are deciduous forests. 

 

 
 
"Orsoya" was declared a protected area for conservation of habitats with Council of 

Ministers decision No 122/02.03.2007. for the adoption of a list of protected areas 

for the conservation of wild birds and a list of protected areas for the conservation 

of natural habitats and of wild fauna and flora. Falls in the territory of the Regional 

Inspectorate of environment and water Montana. 

Importer of the proposal for the inclusion of "Orsoya" in the list of protected areas is 

a WWF-World Wide Fund for nature. 

There is no warrant issued for a declaration of the protected zone and has not 

developed a management plan. 

"Orsoya" covers the entire territory of a protected area for the conservation of wild 

birds "Orsoya Fishponds. 

Protected area "Orsoya (coordinates 43 ° 78 ' 5" North latitude, 33 ° 0506 "East 

longitude) is declared with an area of 2460.62 HA, but with the Decision of the 

Council of Ministers No. 811 of 16 November 2010, the territory shall be amended on 

2949.41 HA and includes the villages of: 

• v. Archar and v. Dobri dol, the municipality of Dimovo, Vidin district; 

• town of Lom, v. Orsoya and v. Slivata, Lom municipality, Montana district. 

The protected area covers the territory of already non-existent swamp Orsoya, 

situated on the banks of the Danube. It also includes a group of Kozloduy Islands and 

part of the shore, covered with forest vegetation. There is a system of dikes, canals, 

pumps and other drainage facilities. 

Biological diversity 

PROTECTED AREA "ORSOYA" (BG 0000182) 



The subject of conservation in protected areas are the following sites animal species 

listed in annex II to Directive 92/43/EEC-three species of amphibians and reptiles, 

14 fish species and two species of invertebrates. The zone found 34 types of 

migratory birds on a regular basis. 

 

 

Protected habitats 

Protected area "Orsoya" is announced for the protection of these natural habitats of 

annex I to Directive 92/43/EEC, among them there are priority[6] (designated as 

such pursuant to Council Directive 92/43/EEC, interpretational Handbook of habitats 

in the EU 27 and Sic Guide to determining the significance of European habitats in 

Bulgaria), that are mark with bold font: 

1. Type "2340" Pannonian-Inland dunes Habitat is 516.74 ha (21% of the area of HH 

"Orsoya"). 

2. Type "mesotrophic Oligotrophic to 3130 standing waters with vegetation of the 

Littorelletea uniflorae and/or Isoeto-Nanojuncetea" -total area 4.93 ha (0.2% of the 

area of HH "Orsoya"). 

3. Type "3150 Natural eutrophic lakes with vegetation type Magnopotamion or 

Hydrocharition" - Habitat size is 130.36 ha (5.3% of the area of HH "Orsoya"). 

4. Type "3270 rivers with muddy banks with Chenopodion rubri and Bidention p.p." - 

the territory of the Habitat is generally 4.93 ha (0.2% of the area of HH "Orsoya"). 

5. Type "6250 l′osovi Pannonian steppe grasslands Habitat" has an area of 1.18 ha 

(0.04% of the area of HH "Orsoya"). 



6. Type "6430 Hydrophilic communities of tall grasses in the Plains and in the 

mountains to the Alpine belt '-the territory of the Habitat has a total of 393.69 ha 

(16% of the area of HH" Orsoya "). 

7. Type 91E0 "Alluvial forests with Alnus glutinosa and Fraxinus excelsior (Alno-

Pandion, Alnion incanae, Salicion albae)" - an area Habitat 14.92 ha (0.6% of the 

area of HH "Orsoya"). 

8. Type "91F0 Riparian mixed forests of Quercus robur, Ulmus laevis, and Fraxinus 

excelsior or Fraxinus angustifolia along the great rivers (Ulmenion minoris)" - the 

area of the Habitat is 12.30 HA (0.5% of the area of HH "Orsoya"). 

* The approach for defining and marking of the priority natural habitats is used for 

all protected areas. 

Vulnerabilities and threats 

Among the main threats to the protected area are poaching, uncontrolled and 

unregulated burning of cane and mowing. Part of the sand dunes is strongly affected 

by human activities, and in the composition of the dunes has a lot of ruderal (weed) 

species. In the River Valley, there are operating pumping station. 

Many of the natural forests have been replaced with artificial cultures of poplars. 

In the standard form of the Natura 2000 network are identified two unfavorable  

effects at high risk for the zone: partition of areas with levees and restoring land 

from seas, estuaries or ponds. 

The main area is occupied by marshes, dry grasslands, inland areas and artificial 

forest monocultures. 

 

Protected zone "was declared a protected area for conservation of habitats with 

Council of Ministers decision No 122/02.03.2007. for the adoption of a list of 

protected areas for the conservation of wild birds and a list of protected areas for 

the conservation of natural habitats and of wild fauna and flora. Falls in the 

territory of the Regional Inspectorate of environment and water Montana. 

Importer of the proposal for the inclusion of the "Kozloduy" in the list of protected 

areas is a WWF-World Wide Fund for nature. 

 PROTECTED AREA "KOZLODUY" (BG000527) 



There is no 

warrant issued 

for a 

declaration of 

the protected 

zone and has 

not developed a 

management 

plan. The whole 

territory of the 

"Kozloduy" falls 

within the 

scope of the 

protected zone 

for the 

conservation of 

wild birds "Zlatiyata". Separately, in the territory of the zone is located and 

protected area "Kozloduy" 

Protected zone "Kozloduy" is with total area 125.38(12) HA and includes the villages 

Gorni Tsibar and town of Kozloduy, municipality Kozloduy, Montana district. 

The area represents the steep loess wall between the town of Kozloduy, and village 

Gorni Tsibar. The ridge of the wall is occupied by steppe vegetation featuring some 

endemic species. 

Dominant are Stipa capillata, Artemisia campestris. Endemic species are Centaurea 

rumelica, Stachys arenariaeformis, Chamaecytisus supinus. The ridges there are 

many forest crops, mainly of Acacia. The object is one of the most important in 

Bulgaria for Habitat loess 6250 Pannonian steppe grasslands. He has a typical 

floristic composition and participation of many endemic and relict steppe species 

such as Centaurea rumelica, Stachys arenariaeformis. 

The protected area is the Habitat of these species, in accordance with article 4 of 

Directive 2009/147/EC, and species listed in annex II of Directive 92/43/EEC: 

dobrudjanski (medium) Roamanian hamster (Mesocricetus newtoni) and Elaphe 

quatuorlineata (Elaphe quatuorlineata). 

The group “other significant plant and animal species”, which are related to the 

conservation and management of the site includes the following species - European 

Green Toad (Bufo viridis), a fish-shooter (Coluber caspius), European Green Lizard 

(Lacerta viridis), pelobates fuscus (Pelobates fuscus), Grade lizard (Podarcis 

muralis), skyros wall lizard (Podarcis taurica), sand woundwort (Stachys 

arenariaeformis). 

Habitat 



In the standard form of the zone as an object of protection is the Habitat, which is a 

priority: 

1. Type 6250 "Pannonian steppe grasslands l′osovi". 

Vulnerabilities and threats 

The area is strongly affected by human activity. Steppe vegetation was preserved 

only in the highest parts of the loess forms. The area is surrounded by farmland. 

Fertilizers and pesticides are used and form a process of accumulation of nutrients 

from adjacent territories. 

In the standard form of the Natura 2000 identified the following adverse effects at 

high risk for the zone: 

■ Artificial afforestation of open areas 

■ Forestry felling 

■ Invasive non-native species 

Description of habitats 

A small part of the territory of the area is used for farming-cultivation of cereals, 

dominated by arid grasslands and artificial forest monocultures. 

 

Protected area "Tsibar" was declared a protected area under Directive 92/43/EEC on 

the conservation of natural habitats and of wild fauna and flora by the decision of 

the Council of Ministers No 122/02.03.2007 for the adoption of a list of protected 

areas for the conservation of natural habitats and of wild fauna and flora. 

Importer of the proposal for the inclusion of "Tsibar" in the list of protected areas is 

a WWF-World Wide Fund for nature. 

There is no warrant issued for a declaration of the protected zone and has not 

developed a management plan. 

Protected area "Tsibar" is with total area 2971.73 ha and includes the following 

villages: 

■ v. Gorni Tsibar, v. Dolni Tsibar, v. Zlatiya (municipality of Valchedram, Montana 

district); 

PROTECTED AREA "TSIBAR" (BG0000199) 



■v. Stanevo (municipality of Lom, Montana district); 

The zone falls within the territory of the Regional Inspectorate of environment and 
water Montana. 
Inside the protected area, 25% of the territory are water areas (standing and flowing 
waters). Approximately 7% of the total area of HH are bogs, marshes, vegetation 
along the coast of the basins and wetlands. The island group of the area is mainly 
covered with natural vegetation. During the summer, revealing wide sandy stripes. 
 

Biological diversity 
 
The protected area is the Habitat of these species, in accordance with article 4 of 
Directive 2009/147/EC, and species listed in annex II of Directive 92/43/EEC: five 
species of mammals, four species of amphibians and reptiles, 17 species of fish and 
four types of invertebrates. On the territory of the zone found 33 species of 
migratory birds on a regular basis. 
 
Habitat 
 
Subject of protection in a protected area "Tsibar" are the following types of natural 
habitats of annex I to Directive 92/43/EEC: 
1. 1530 Type "Pannonian salty steppes and salt marshes" 
2. Type 2340 "Pannonian Inland dunes" 
3. Type "mesotrophic Oligotrophic to 3130 standing waters with vegetation of the 
Littorelletea uniflorae and/or Isoeto-Nanojuncetea" 
4. Type "3150 Natural eutrophic lakes with vegetation type Magnopotamion or 
Hydrocharition" 
5. Type "3270 rivers with muddy banks with Chenopodion rubri and Bidention p.p. " 
6. Type 6250 "Pannonian steppe grasslands l′osovi" 
7. Type 91E0 "Alluvial forests with Alnus glutinosa and Fraxinus excelsior (Alno-
Pandion, Alnion incanae, Salicion albae) ". 
 
 

  



Vulnerabilities and threats 

The protected area is faced with problems related to the fact that the former 

floodplain has been drained, natural forests are replaced by monocultures, intra-

Africa sand dunes in the River Valley are threatened by ongoing illegal mining by 

local people. The main threat to the conservation of the protected zone is linked to 

illegal logging of natural forest and afforestation of popular culture. 

In the standard form of the Natura 2000 identified the following adverse effects at 

high risk for the zone: 

■ Competition 

■ Extraction of sand and gravel 

■ Forestry felling 

■ Forestry 

■ Mowing/cutting of pasture 

■ Artificial afforestation of open areas 

■ Cultivation, invasive non-native species 

Description of habitats 

Inland water areas (standing waters, flowing water) of the protected area occupy 

25% of the territory, and the wetlands, marshes, vegetation on the coast of the 

basins, wetlands 7%. The island group of the area is mainly covered with natural 

vegetation. During the summer, revealing wide sandy stretches. 

 

PROTECTED AREA "ISLAND STEPPE VADIN" (BG0000528) 



 
"Steppe Island Vadin" was declared a protected area under Directive 92/43/EEC on 

the conservation of natural habitats and of wild fauna and flora by the decision of 

the Council of Ministers No 122/02.03.2007 for the adoption of a list of protected 

areas for the conservation of natural habitats and of wild fauna and flora. 

Importer of the proposal for the inclusion of "steppe Island Vadin" in the list of 

protected areas is a WWF-World Wide Fund for nature. 

Protected area "Island steppe Vadin" is with total area 301.29 HA and includes the 

villages of Giorni Vadin and Ostrov (Oryahovo municipality, Vratsa district). 

The zone falls within the territory of the Regional Inspectorate of environment and 

water of Vratsa. 

Biological diversity 

The protected area is the Habitat of the following animal species referred to in article 4 of 

Directive 2009/147/EC, and species listed in annex II of Directive 92/43/EEC: 

Amphibians and reptiles 

■ Colorful fish (Elaphe sauromates) 

■ Spur-thighed tortoise (Testudo graeca) 

Mammals 

■ Otter (Lutra lutra) 

■ Dobrudjanski (medium) homiak (Mesocricetus newtoni) 

Plants 

For the zone not referred to conservation plant species. However, in the territories of 

protected area conserve other important species like the Alpine sgrabiche (Astragalus 

austriacus), sandy woundwort (Stachys arenariaeformis). 

Habitats 

Subject of protection in a protected area "Island steppe Vadin" are the following types of 

natural habitats of annex I to Directive 92/43/EEC: 

1. Type 6250 "Pannonian steppe grasslands loess 

Vulnerabilities and threats 

In the standard form of the Natura 2000 identified the following adverse effects at high risk 
for the zone: 
■ The afforestation of open areas, cultivation, grazing 
■ Metropolitan areas inhabited by man areas 



  

Description of habitats 

The majority of the area of the protected zone are overgrown with shrubs or have 

been turned into arable land. Near by settlements are formed large area ruderal 

outbreaks. 

 

 
 

 
 
 
"Ostrov" was declared a protected area under Directive 92/43/EEC on the 

conservation of natural habitats and of wild fauna and flora by the decision of the 
Council of Ministers No 122/02.03.2007. for the adoption of a list of protected areas 
for the conservation of natural habitats and of wild fauna and flora. 

Importer of the proposal for the inclusion of an "island" in the list of protected 
areas is a WWF-World Wide Fund for nature. 

Protected area Ostrov" is with total area 3918.60 HA includes the villages of 
Galovo, v. Lyaskovets, the town of Oryahovo, v. Ostrov, v. Selanovci (municipality 
Oryahovo, district Vratsa). 

 
Biological diversity 
 
The protected area is the Habitat of these species, in accordance with article 

4 of Directive 2009/147/EC, and species listed in annex II of Directive 92/43/EEC: six 
species of amphibians and reptiles, four species of invertebrates, 17 fish species and 
five species of mammals. 

 
Plants 
 

PROTECTED AREA "OSTROV" (BG0000334) 



For the zone not referred to conservation plant species. However, in the 
territories of the zone of clearance is protected, other important species for 
conservation of flora like snowflakes (Leucojum aestivum), water nut (Trapa natans), 
white water lily (Nymphaea alba), yellow floating heart (Nymphoides peltata), bunge 
(Rindera umbellata), floating watering (Salvinia natans), water soldier (Stratiotes 
aloeides). 

 

Habitat: 
 
Subject of protection in a protected area "Ostrov" are the following types of 

natural habitats of annex I to Directive 92/43/EEC: 
1. Type "mesotrophic Oligotrophic to 3130 standing waters with vegetation of 

the Littorelletea uniflorae and/or Isoeto-Nanojuncetea with a total area of 35.26 HA 
or 0.9 % of the total area of the protected zone (3918.60 HA). 

2. Type "3150 Natural eutrophic lakes with vegetation type Magnopotamion or 
Hydrocharition" with a total area of 33.66 ha. This amounts to 0.85% of the total area 
of the protected zone (3918.60 HA). 

3. Type "3270 rivers with muddy banks with Chenopodion rubri and Bidention 
p.p." and 6250 "Pannonian steppe grasslands l′osovi" with a total area of 46.95 HA, 
equivalent to 1.37% of the total area of the protected zone. 

4. Type 6250 "Pannonian steppe grasslands l′osovi" with a total area of 190.59 
HA. (4.86% of the total area of the protected zone). 

5. Type 6430 "Hydrophilic communities of tall grasses in the Plains and in the 
mountains to the Alpine belt" with total area 206.51023 (5.27% of the total area of the 
protected zone). 

6.    Type 91 "Alluvial forests with Alnus glutinosa and Fraxinus excelsior (Alno-
Pandion, Alnion incanae, Salicion albae)" with a total area of 100.67 ha (2.57% of the 
total area of the protected zone). 

7. Type 91G0 "Pannonian woods with Quercus petraea and Carpinus betulus ' 
with a total area of 1.00 ha (0.026% of the total area of the protected zone). 

 
Vulnerabilities and threats 
 
In the standard form of the Natura 2000 identified the following adverse effects 

at high risk for the zone: 
■ Forestry cultivation, 
■ Silting, accumulation of organic material 
 
Description of habitats 
 

29% are occupied by extensive cereal, there are water areas, artificial forest 
monocultures, dry grasslands, marshes, swamps and coastal vegetation.  
 



 

"The Ogosta river" has been declared a protected area for the conservation of natural 
habitats and of wild fauna and flora by the decision of the Council of Ministers No 
122/02.03.2007 for the adoption of a list of protected areas for the conservation of 
natural habitats and of wild fauna and flora. The zone falls within the territory of the 
Regional Inspectorate of environment and water of Vratsa. 

Importer of the proposal for the inclusion of "Ogosta River" in the list of protected 
areas is a WWF-World Wide Fund for nature. 

There is no warrant issued for a declaration of the protected zone and has not 
developed a management plan. 

The protected area “Ogosta river" is with total area 1365.74 HA includes the following 
villages: 

•   town of Oryahovo (Oryahovo municipality, Vratsa district); 

• v. Sofronievo, v. Sarajevo, v. Voyvodovo, town of Mizia (Mizia municipality, Vratsa 
district); 

• v. Harlets, v. Kriva Bara, v. Glozhene, v. Butan (Kozloduy municipality, Vratsa 
district). 

The banks of the river Ogosta are fortified, the bottom is silting up and the water is 
eutrophic, which is a consequence of the impact of the dam on placements close 
Montana. The accumulation of silt and water eutrophic are the reason for the growth 
of 3260 plane or mountain rivers with vegetation from the Ranunculion fluitantis and 
Callitricho-Batrachion and 3270 rivers with muddy banks with Chenopodion rubri and 
Bidention p.p., habitats of European importance. 

Biological diversity 

The protected area is the Habitat of these species, in accordance with article 4 of 
Directive 2009/147/EC, and species listed in annex II of Directive 92/43/EEC: seven 
species of amphibians and reptiles, six types of invertebrates, 17 fish species, five 
species of mammals. For the zone not referred to conservation plant species. 

Habitat 

PROTECTED AREA "OGOSTA RIVER" (BG0000614) 



In the subject of matter and purpose of the protection of a protected area "Ogosta 
River" are referred to the following Natural habitats of annex I to Directive 92/43/EEC: 

1. Type 3150 Natural eutrophic lakes with vegetation type Magnopotamion or 
Hydrocharition " confirmed as a natural habitat with total area 2.12 ha. This equates 
to 0.15 % of the total area of the protected zone (1365.73 ha). 

2. Type 3260 "Planar or mountain rivers with vegetation from the Ranunculion 
fluitantis and Callitricho-Batrachion" -area, confirmed as the natural habitat of the 
verified territory 62.78 ha (4.59% of the total area of the protected zone). 

3. Type "3270 rivers with muddy banks with Chenopodion rubri and Bidention p.p." 
with a total area of 17.72 ha (1.30% of the total area of the protected zone). 

4. Type 6250 "Pannonian steppe grasslands l′osovi" with a total area of 146.04 ha 
(10.69% of the total area of the protected zone). 

5. Type 91E0 "Alluvial forests with Alnus glutinosa and Fraxinus excelsior (Alno-
Pandion, Alnion incanae, Salicion albae)" with a total area of 6.29 ha (0.46% of the 
total area of the protected zone). 

6. Type 91Z0 "Mizian forests of silver-leaved lime" with a total area of 7.24 ha (0.53% 
of the total area of the protected zone. 

Vulnerabilities and threats 

The accumulation of silt and water eutrophic are the reason for the growth of Planar 
3260 or mountain rivers with vegetation from the Ranunculion fluitantis and 
Callitricho-Batrachion and 3270 rivers with muddy banks with Chenopodion rubri and 
Bidention p.p., habitats of European importance. 

Major threats to the protected area are water pollution and poaching, HYDRO, felling 
and clearing of riparian forests, changes in the water regime and the cleaning of the 
deposition of gravel and sand from the riverbed, adverse success in the old river beds. 

In the standard form of the Natura 2000 identified the following adverse effects at 
high risk for the zone: extraction of sand and gravel, and changes in the structure of 
water flows inside. 

Description of habitats 

Inland water areas (standing waters, flowing water) of the protected area occupy 3% 
of the territory, and the wetlands, marshes, vegetation on the coast of the basins, 
wetlands 7%. The banks of the river Ogosta are fortified, the bottom is silting up and 
the water is eutrophic, which is a consequence of the influence of the nearby dam of 
Montana. 

 
 
 



 
"Archar" was declared a protected area for the conservation of natural habitats and of 

wild fauna and flora by the decision of the Council of Ministers No 122/02.03.2007. 

for the adoption of a list of protected areas for the conservation of natural habitats 

and of wild fauna and flora. "Archar River” is a protected area in the Directive 

habitats, which adjoins the protected zone in the birds directive. Protected area 

"Archar" includes land of Archar, Dimovo municipality, Vidin district and has a total 

area of 808.65 ha. The area is part of the Danube floodplain valley near the village of 

Archar and adjacent hills which are 80-90 m above. The object includes the new 

Danube Islands, cover with floodplain 

The zone falls within the territory of the Regional Inspectorate of environment and 

water. 

Biological diversity 

The protected area is the Habitat of these species, in accordance with article 4 of 

Directive 2009/147/EC, and species listed in annex II of Directive 92/43/EEC: four 

species of amphibians and reptiles, four species of reptiles, 14 species of fish, nine 

species of mammals. 

Habitat 

Protected area "Archar" is announced for the protection of these natural habitats of 

annex I to Directive 92/43/EEC: 

1. Type 6250 "Pannonian steppe grasslands l′osovi '-the territory of the Habitat has an 

area of 255.47 ha. 

2. Type 6260 "Pannonian sand steppes"-with an area of 38.26 HA. 



3. Type 6440 "Alluvial meadows of Union Cnidion Dubii in river valleys"-with an area 

of 44.09 ha. 

4. Type 91I0 "Euro-Siberian steppe woodlands with Quercus spp. -5.18 ha area. The 

Habitat is newly-found in HH "Archar", which contributes to the increase of its area in 

the Natura 2000 network. 

5. Type 91E0 "Alluvial forests with 

Alnus glutinosa and Fraxinus excelsior 

(Alno-Padion, Alnion incanae, Salicion 

albae) " - occupies 35.73 ha area. 

Vulnerabilities and threats 

Vegetation cover is strongly altered by 

anthropogenic activity- the quarries 

for sand mining, plowing by treasure hunters, the plowing of fields and areas for the 

burning down of territories. There is a large illegal quarry for sand, which is used by 

local people. The former floodplain has been drained and there are a lot of channels. 

Adverse impact on the status of the Habitat appears also the intensity of grazing and 

the subsequent oreralization of it, fouling with bushes and bracken, the introduction 

of invasive species. 

In the standard form of the Natura 2000 identified the following adverse effects at 

high risk for the zone: 

■ Cultivation 

■ Extraction of sand and gravel 

■ Metropolitan areas inhabited by man areas 

■ Pasture 

■ Forestry 

Description of habitats 

Inside the protected area are around 1% of water areas (standing and flowing waters). 

About 18% of the territory of the area occupied by marshes, swamps, ponds and 

lagoons along the coast of vegetation and wetlands. Almost half of the area is occupied 

by the dry grasslands. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

PROTECTED AREA "KOZLODUY ISLANDS" (BG0000533) 



 
 
"Kozloduy Islands" were declared a protected area for the conservation of natural 
habitats and of wild fauna and flora by the decision of the Council of Ministers No 
122/02.03.2007 for the adoption of a list of protected areas for the conservation of 
natural habitats and of wild fauna and flora. 
"Kozloduy Islands" is a protected area in the Directive habitats, which adjoins the 
protected zone in the birds directive. 
Importer of the proposal for the inclusion of "Kozloduy Islands" in the list of protected 
areas is a WWF-World Wide Fund for nature. 
Protected area "Kozloduy Islands" includes the three larger Kozloduy Islands in the 
lands of the town Kozloduy, v. Harlets, municipality of Kozloduy, and has a total area 
of 909.04 ha. 
The zone falls within the territory of the Regional Inspectorate of environment and 

water of Vratsa. 

 Biological diversity 

The protected area is the Habitat of these species, in accordance with article 4 of Directive 

2009/147/EC, and species listed in annex II of Directive 92/43/EEC: 

 three species of amphibians and reptiles, two types of invertebrates, 17 fish species 

and one species of mammal.  

Plants: 
 

About 70% of the area of the "Kozloduy Islands" are covered by forestry plantations. 
The western part of the island Magpies is covered with sand silting. The object has an 
average to high conservation value. The northern part of the island Magpies and the 
nose of Kozloduy island are relatively unaffected by human activity. The southern part 
of the island Magpie and the the tail of Island Kozloduy are threatened by the incursion 
of introduced tree and shrub species. In the protected area conserve natural forests 
by Salix alba, Ulmus minor and Populus nigra. 
 
Habitat 
 

In the subject matter and purpose of the protection of a protected area "Kozloduy 
Islands" are referred to the following habitats of annex I to Directive 92/43/EEC:  
1. 91E0 type "Alluvial forests with Alnus Glutinosa and Fraxinus Excelsior (Alno-Padion, 
Alnion Incanae, Salicion Albae) ' - the territory of the Habitat is 30.22 HA or 4.98% of 
the territory of the protected area. 
2. Type "mesotrophic Oligotrophic to 3130 standing waters with vegetation of the 
Littorelletea uniflorae and/or tea IsoetoNanojunce " - 
the territory of the Habitat it occupies an area of 1.42 ha. Habitat it represents 59% 
of the territory of the zone of "Kozloduy Islands".  
3. Type "3270 rivers with mud banks with Chenopodion Rubri and Bidention p.p. "- 4.80 
ha of the territory of the protected zone. 
4. type 91F0 Riparian mixed forests "of Quercus Robur, Ulmus Laevis, and Fraxinus 
Excelsior or Fraxinus Angustifolia along the great rivers (Ulmenion Minoris)"- the total 
area of natural habitat within the boundaries of the protected area is 3.17 HA. 
 



Vulnerabilities and threats 
 
The main negative influences on the state of the "Kozloduy Islands" represent forestry 
activities associated with the rearing of intensive crops popular in the vicinity and the 
advent of hybrid poplars in poacher areas, felling, the considerable contribution of 
atypical for local flora species such as Amorpha fruticosa, Sicyos angulatus, 
Echinocystis lobata frondosus, Bidens, Fraxinus americana, which violate its natural 
structure and appearance. There are also negative impacts of natural character, they 
are related to the erosion of the banks of the Danube River. 
In the standard form of the Natura 2000 identified the following adverse effects at 
high risk for the zone: the artificial afforestation of open areas, forestry felling, 
invasive non-native species. 
 

Description of habitats 
 

57% of the territory is occupied by water areas, 20% are artificial forest monoculture, 
there are deciduous forests, bogs, sand dunes. 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
"Bliznatsi Island" was declared a protected area for the conservation of natural habitats 
and of wild fauna and flora by the decision of the Council of Ministers No 
122/02.03.2007 (OG 21/2007) for the adoption of a list of protected areas for the 
conservation of wild birds and a list of protected areas for the conservation of natural 
habitats and of wild fauna and flora. "Bliznatsi Island" is a protected area in the 
Directive habitats, which adjoins the protected zone in the birds directive. Importer 
of the proposal for the inclusion of the "Bliznatsi Island" " in the list of protected areas 
is a WWF-World Wide Fund for nature. 

Protected area "Bliznatsi Island" is with total area 606.24 ha(17) and falls within the 
lands of: 

PROTECTED AREA "BLIZNATSI ISLANDS" (BG0000532) 



• town of Dunavtsi, v. Botevo, v. Zheglica, v. Simeonovo (Vidin municipality, Vidin 
district); 

•  village of Archar (Dimovo municipality, Vidin district). 

"Bliznatsi Island" is located east of the town of Vidin. The zone falls within the territory 
of the Regional Inspectorate of environment and water Montana. 

In the territory of a protected area has been declared a protected area and the 
"Bliznatsi Island"  under the law on protected territories with an area of 11.24 ha. 

Biological diversity 

The protected area is the Habitat of these species, in accordance with article 4 of 
Directive 2009/147/EC, and species listed in annex II of Directive 92/43/EEC: three 
species of amphibians and reptiles, three types of invertebrates, 17 fish species, four 
species of mammals. 

Riparian forests develop on rich alluvial soils, periodically inundated by seasonal 
elevation level of the river. The monodominant forest of Alnus glutinosa with single 
contribution of Fraxinus oxycarpa (Union Alno-Pandion). Sometimes communities of 
Black Alder are disrupted, bucchich's available along rivers, which have the character 
of "galleries". Riparian communities of Alnus glutinosa and/or Alnus incana at the 
upper and middle courses of the rivers (Alnion incanae). Riparian, floodplain forests 
or galleries, dominated mainly by Salix alba, Populus alba and Populus nigra and less 
of Salix fragilis, which belong to the Union Salicion albae. In the immediate vicinity of 
the water, these forests pass into thickets of Salix purpurea and Salix triandra. 

Habitat 

Subject of protection in a protected area "Bliznatsi Islands" are the following types of 
natural habitats of annex I to Directive 92/43/EEC: 

1.  Type "mesotrophic Oligotrophic to 3130 standing waters with vegetation of the 
Littorelletea uniflorae and/or IsoetoNanojuncetea ' - the territory of the the Habitat 
area of 1.42 ha. Habitat represents 59% of the territory of the protected area "Bliznatsi 
Island"  

2. Type "3270 rivers with muddy banks with Chenopodion Rubri and Bidention p. p." -
natural habitat area of 4.80 ha of the territory of HH "Bliznatsi Island". 

3. Type "91E0 Alluvial forests with Alnus Glutinosa and Fraxinus Excelsior (Alno-Padion, 
Alnion Incanae, Salicion Albae) - the territory of the Habitat is 30.22 HA or 4.98% of 
the territory of the protected area. 

Vulnerabilities and threats 

The main negative influences on the state of the "Bliznatsi Island" represent 
morphological, hydrological changes and the pollution of the Danube River, cutting 
the natural coastal vegetation and afforestation in hybrid poplars and development of 
invasive species, logging in adjacent areas in the zone. In the standard form of the 
Natura 2000 identified the following adverse effects at high risk for the zone: 



competition, forestry felling, artificial afforestation of open areas, invasive non-
native species. 

Description of habitats 

90% of the territory is occupied by water areas and small desert parts, artificial forest 
plantations and deciduous forests. 

 
  
 
 

 
 
"Kutovo Island" was declared a protected area for the conservation of natural habitats 
and of wild fauna and flora by decision of the Council of Ministers No 122/02.03.2007. 
for the adoption of a list of protected areas for the conservation of wild birds and a 
list of protected areas for the conservation of natural habitats and of wild fauna and 
flora. The zone falls within the territory of RIEW Montana. 
Importer of the proposal for the inclusion of "Kutovo Island" in the list of protected 
areas is a WWF-World Wide Fund for nature. 
In an order of the Minister of environment and waters no Rd-239 of 16 April 2015 (OG 
34/2015) are referred to the specific natural habitats, species of amphibians and 
reptiles, which are the subject of conservation in the protected area. 
Protected area "Kutovo Island" is with total area 119.32 HA and falls into the land of 
the village of Kutovo, municipality of Vidin, Vidin district. "Kutovo Island" is located 
east of the town of Vidin, between kilometer 798 and 902 of the Danube River, in the 
village of Kutovo. Protected zone "Kutovo" overlaps with the protected area 
BG0002067 "Golya Island" for conservation of wild birds, in which borders falls entirely. 

PROTECTED AREA "KUTOVO ISLAND" (BG0000552) 



In the territory of a protected area has been declared a protected area and "Kutovo 
Island" under the law on protected territories with an area of 118.33 ha. 
 
Biological diversity 
 
The protected area is the Habitat of these species, in accordance with article 4 of 
Directive 2009/147/EC, and species listed in annex II of Directive 92/43/EEC: three 
species of amphibians and reptiles and invertebrates. 
 
Habitat 
 
Subject of protection in a protected area "Kutovo Island" are of the following types of 
habitats, amphibians reptiles and invertebrates under article 6, paragraph 1, item 2 
of the law on biological diversity: 
European Fire-bellied toad (Bombina bombina); Pond Turtle (Emys orbicularis), 
Dobrujan Newt (Triturus dobrogicus); Beetle stag (Lucanus cervus). 
Protected area "Kutovo Island" is declared for the protection of the following natural 
habitat of annex I to Directive 92/43/EEC: type 91E0 "Alluvial forests with Alnus 
glutinosa and Fraxinus excelsior (Alno-Pandion, Alnion incanae,  Salicion albae)". 
Natural Habitat 91URЕ0.* loan 81.67 hectares, representing 68.44% of the total area 
of the protected zone (119.32 HA). 
 
Vulnerabilities and threats 
 
Change of use represent a threat to forest areas, which are separate for forests in the 
phase of old age, the introduction of non-native to habitats and species, extraction of 
wood and biomass in the forest in old-age phase, except in cases of injury of more 
than 50% of the stock of the forest territory, as a result of natural disasters, chopping 
of biotope trees except When you present a danger to the life and health of people 
felled trees as a biotope are left in place. 
Adverse effects have forestry activities associated with the rearing of intensive crops 
popular in the vicinity and the advent of hybrid poplars in poacher areas, felling, the 
considerable contribution of atypical for local flora species such asAmorpha fruticosa, 
Bidens frondosus , etc. that violate its natural structure and appearance. Some 
negative effects have a natural character and are related to the erosion of the banks 
of the Danube River. 
 
Regulated solutions to neutralize the risks 
 
Within the limits of the exclusion zone is prohibited the introduction of non-native 
species. It is imperative that the application of the system of procedures and measures 
for the management of the forest habitat types of annex 1 of the law on biological 
diversity "for forest natural habitat type UR91Е0.*Аluvial forests with Alnus glutinosa 
and Fraxinus excelsior. 
 
Description of habitats 
 
92% of the territory of the zone occupied by deciduous forests and 8% of inland sites. 
 
3.3. Main conclusions, findings, and summary 

 



All protected areas under the birds directive were submitted for inclusion in the list 

by BSPB, and those under the habitats directive- WWF-World Wide Fund for nature. 

These are both organizations that run almost all projects related to the monitoring 

and conservation of biodiversity. 

The system of protection and disclosure is complicated, for a territory may apply 

several modes (e.g. in the habitats directive, the birds directive, and the law for 

protected areas). 

Ownership of protected areas is of a different character-some protected areas such 

as the Kozloduy Islands, for example, are entirely state-owned, others are divided 

between the state, municipalities, private individuals. 

All protected areas considered both directives fall into the control of the RIEW Vratsa, 

and Montana. It should be noted that in the two administrations have special units, 

which are responsible for the preventive activities in relation to biodiversity, 

protected areas and areas. In Montana in the unit are assigned four people, and the 

only one in Vratsa. One person in two bodies responsible for the tests. 

As protected areas subject to the survey do not fall within the territory of a national 

or nature park, these employees are also the only administration that is responsible 

for the zones. Carry out routine checks, as well as exceptional - in signals. There are 

no detailed data on the imposed fines or other penalties according to the law on 

biodiversity. 

Orders were issued for a declaration of protected areas for all the birds and just one 

on the habitats directive and the commandments are important because they pinpoint 

the properties covered by the protected area, as well as the specific measures and 

particularly prohibit for the purposes of the conservation of species and habitats. 

There are no developed management plans for any of the areas included in the study. 

At the national level, only six have been developed a management plan for protected 

areas, with a total of 340 protected areas of the Natura 2000 network. They are all 

developed by the REGIONAL INSPECTORATE in whose territory is situated the relevant 

protected zone, although the national legislation permits and other interested parties 

to initiate and develop management plans. 

Realized projects for research and conservation, but they are rather individual cases, 

are not part of an overall coordinated strategy for conservation and development. 

Overall awareness of the status of those territories and the benefits of their 

conservation and development are not widely known, don't know each other enough 

ecosystem benefits and services and local communities do not take full advantage of 

them. 



The territory of protected areas which are near cities often get dirty by the local 

population through the disposal of construction and household waste. The beaching is 

one of the other common sources of domestic pollution in protected areas along the 

Danube River. 

 



 

 

In this section are presented the European practices for the management of wetlands 

and protected areas of the Natura 2000 network, as well as European examples of 

innovations for the protection and preservation of ecosystems. 

4.1. FRANCE 

The network of Natura in France covers 12.74% of the territory of the country (protected 

areas 1 758). In the country have registered 1364 SCI areas and 392 SPA areas. Wetlands 

represent 19% of protected areas. 43 registered places such as Ramsar, which are 

defined as being at risk of negative impacts. 

Management of protected areas in France is based on a contractual relationship with 

independent operators controlled by local committees of stakeholders. In 1998 the 

Ministry of the environment introduced the contract system for the management of 

Natura 2000 sites. Goal management document is equivalent to the management plan 

and shall be drawn up by the operator of the zone. Approval and formalization of the 

document is responsibility of the prefect of the region. In most cases, the operators are 

appointed a manager of a protected area as a paid expert. The work is reported 

regularly to the Steering Committee, under the chairmanship of the prefect, which 

include key stakeholders. This type of "local forum of nature" has a different 

composition (average for 27 country members). In the last century, much of the 

wetlands have been destroyed in France, which puts many plant and animal species 

under threat of extinction. In this connection, in 2010 the Ministry of ecology, 

sustainable development, and energy of France carried out a study on the status of 

wetlands in France and their development in the period from 2000 to 2010. The study 

of wetlands identified 152 shows significant deterioration during the period under 

review the status of ecosystems, which are of great ecological interest. The status of 

the 48% of the wetlands has deteriorated, while only 11% improvements are observed. 

Generally, the coastal salty wetlands are more resistant than intra-Africa alluvial 

freshwater ecosystems. Among the reasons for the negative trends have increased 

urbanization, drainage activities, extreme weather events, and other invasive species. 

In 2010, the French Parliament adopts a Law 2010-788 for a national commitment to 

the environment. The law confirms details and applies the objectives of France, related 

4. . European practices 

 



to sustainable development. In chapter IV of the law "Biodiversity" set measures to 

ensure better functioning of ecosystems and restoration of the ecological quality of 

water. 

 

4.2. GERMANY 

The country has SCI 4557 areas and 742 SPA areas, which is a very large number 

compared with the other Member States. On the other hand, many of the proposed sites 

are in small areas and the total percentage of territories of Natura network covers 

15.45% of the territory of the country. Germany currently has 34 Ramsar locations such 

as their total area is 868 226 HA. 

In Germany there is no unified national legislation for planning the management of 

protected areas, relying mostly on direct application of European directives. Some of 

the provinces apply the full approach to management planning. In Saxony, for example, 

have drawn up detailed plans for the management of all SCI and SPA areas. Other 

provinces have adopted a different approach-prepare management plans only for Natura 

2000 sites in which conflicts may arise or bring contracts for environmental protection 

as an essential tool for the management of protected areas. 

Competence in the conservation of wildlife and the environment in Germany is divided 

between the Federal Government and the provinces. The types of Habitat are protected 

by the rules laid down in the 1986 amendment of the Federal law for the protection of 

nature (1976). It should be borne in mind that the Federal law allows the provinces to 

protect habitats, where the adverse effects on protected areas can be compensated or 

where the proposed activity is of significant public interest. The provinces have the 

right to add new Habitat to the federal list. 

Over the past 60 years, 57% of soils and peat bogs in Germany were destroyed due to 

drainage and agricultural activities, forestry, and urbanization. 

4.3. GREECE 

In Greece recorded 241 SCI areas and 202 SPA areas. Wetlands are only 0.4% of the 

territory of the country. In the country have registered 10 Ramsar places like seven of 

them are in the "black list" of the Convention as places that are taking place or is likely 

to be significant changes in the environment. Overall, the Natura 2000 network in 

Greece covers 27.2% of the country's land territory and 6.1% of territorial waters and 

that puts Greece in sixth place in Europe in the percentage of territory protected by 

Natura 2000. 



At the end of 2014, adopted a national strategy for biodiversity for the period 2014-

2018 as was developed and approved and a five-year action plan. In 2011 was passed 

Act No. 3937 "law on Biodiversity", which replaced the old regulation since 1986 and 

provides the legal framework for the protection and management of the Natura 2000 

areas. The law aims to modernize and simplify the procedures for the protection of 

biodiversity. For each zone provides for the creation of a five-year management plan, 

which is approved by order of the Minister of the environment. The management plan 

must include a description of the necessary organizational and operational measures for 

the conservation of areas indicate the conditions and limits for the carrying out of 

activities, defines the guidelines and priorities for implementing the projects, activities 

and measures for the effective protection, management and restoration of protected 

areas. For each management plan is being developed and an action plan. Separately 

with the President's Decree may be established protected areas with special status (e.g. 

wetlands) for their management and conservation are developed special environmental 

studies or reports. Specific measures for the management and restoration of wetlands 

are included in the national river basin management plans. 

So far, the legislation in force and on new, different forms of management of protected 

areas: 

-      The creation of governing bodies for one or more zones, which are registered as a 

private-law legal entities and operate under the supervision of the Ministry of the 

environment, energy and climate change[7] . 

-      Assignment of responsibilities of the existing sectoral bodies of the public 

administration; 

-      Creating special coordination offices within the designated central authorities. 

The most popular are the model of the award of the governing bodies, which, however, 

is accompanied by a number of problems-duplication of responsibilities with the 

structures of the public administration, the lack of a robust operational and financial 

framework. By the end of 2014. created 28 management authority responsible for 55 

SACs and 55 SPAs. Of all the protected areas only two have developed and approved 

management plans. 

The new legislation and the strategic framework shall provide for the construction of a 

national system of protected areas, which would replace the management bodies and 

other forms of management that currently exist and that fail to prove their 

effectiveness. Still, discuss the structure and manner of operation of the national 

system until a final decision is taken the governing bodies will continue to perform its 

function. 



4.4. POLAND 

In Poland are registered 849 SCI areas and 145 SPA areas and the Natura 2000 network 

in Poland covering 20% of the territory of the country. [8]. In the country have registered 

13 Ramsar seats. 

The main authorities responsible for the management of the Natura 2000 network are 

the Directorate-General for the protection of the environment and the regional 

directorates for the protection of the environment. Other authorities with important 

powers are the directors of the national plans, the maritime administration and the 

regional directorates in the forests. Responsibilities and powers of the institutions laid 

down in the law on the protection of nature. The Directorate monitors the functioning 

of the zones by maintaining a register of data necessary to ensure that measures for the 

protection of the zones. Monitoring involves the issuing of recommendations and 

guidelines for the protection and the functioning of the Natura 2000 areas, require and 

determining the scope of the information and the operation of the protection zones and 

controlling the implementation of the management plans and the plans of measures for 

nature conservation in Natura 2000 areas. 

Regional Directors coordinate the functioning of the zones in their area of responsibility 

and supervisors are the majority of the sites. Management of protected areas, which 

fully or partially overlap with national parks, is carried out by the Park Administration. 

Managing marine Natura 2000 sites are coordinated by the Office of the maritime 

administration. 

The main instruments for the management of Natura 2000 areas are in the system for 

environmental impact assessment and the planning of measures for protection. Each 

zone in Natura 2000 must have planning document in the form of a plan of conservation 

measures or management plan. They are being developed by regional directorates for 

the protection of the environment, national parks or the maritime administration. In 

General in the Polish society the prevailing negative attitudes to Natura 2000, which is 

still perceived as a barrier to the development of local communities[9] [10]. Role in 

these moods have undoubtedly and initial approach adopted for the enforcement of 

decisions "at the top" without effective public consultation and giving the opportunity 

for interested parties to participate actively in decision-making.  

4.5. SCOTLAND 

In Scotland are registered 243 SCI areas and 153 SPA areas. Overall, the Natura 2000 

network in Scotland covers 15% of the territory of the country[12]. The country recorded 

51 "natural heritage of Scotland (Scottish Natural Heritage) is a Government entity 

created to ensure nature conservation and to promote the sustainable use and 



management of natural resources. The organization has seven regional structures 

throughout the country and provides advice and guidance on the management of 

protected areas, and also organize and supervision and monitoring of the management 

of protected areas. 

"Natural heritage of Scotland ' runs programs to monitor the status of each one of the 

zones. They are being monitored to determine whether the characteristics of 

conservation interest are achieving their objectives. Objectives are measurable and 

objectively verifiable and if it is found that is not achieved, further investigation is 

undertaken given the conduct of corrective action recommended changes in regulatory 

requirements, etc. All protected areas are included in the monitoring program. 

Various schemes are used to finance activities in the protected areas, as well as for 

compensation to owners for example by small grants from the "natural heritage of 

Scotland", financed by the rural development program in Scotland, from the LIFE 

program of the European Union, etc. In some cases, the "natural heritage of Scotland" 

is authorized to conclude agreements with owners and users of land and to compensate 

them for the additional costs or lost earnings as a result of the agreed program for 

Government in the territory. 

4.6. MALTA 

The Natura 2000 network in the country covering 12.97% (234.00 sq. miles) of territory 

on the island. In Malta are registered 32 SCI areas and 13 SPA areas. At present, Malta 

is pinpointed 2 sites as wetlands of international importance (Ramsar seats), whose total 

area is 16.00 HA. 

Typical of Malta are the leading role of the specialized administration and structured 

process to work with interested groups at local and national level. The management 

plans of protected areas shall be developed with extensive public consultations. 

Seminars are conducted with stakeholders during the period of collection of the 

information separately for each protected area. Use national and local public events: 

public radio shows, interactive games and round tables, the facilitators to encourage 

citizens to give opinions. After the development of management plans is conducted 

publicly discuss the latest versions, which is a formal step toward the completion of the 

process. 



 
The recommendations in this part are derived on the basis of the findings and 
conclusions made in the previous parts of the study. 
 
5.1. Specific recommendations and measures 
 
5.1.1. Protected area "Zlatiyata" 
 
■ Tracking the status of waterfowl, which are the subject of conservation and Habitat 
themselves and reporting on the effectiveness of the actions taken to achieve a high 
conservation status of the protected species; 
■ To develop a management plan for the protected area; 
■ Maintenance of traditional agricultural crops for the area and the mosaic nature 
and variety of agricultural land and agricultural crops; 
■ Minimum retention of scattered areas with scattered located winter crop with total 
size 15-30 HA for 1000 birds with ensuring conditions for grazing water birds, 
■ Restore the natural forest and Riverside vegetation; 
■ Locate and remove illegal dumps; 
■ Build passageways for animals in the renovation of existing and construction of new 
roads; 
■ Follow the status of the species subject to the protection of their habitats and the 
effectiveness of the actions taken to achieve their favorable conservation status. 
 
5.1.2. Protected area "Island Next To Gorni Tsibar" 
 
In 2010 are launched initial activities to improve the status of the zone within the 
framework of the international project "Cross-border model for nature conservation 
and sustainable use of the natural resources along the Danube" ("cross-border model 
for nature conservation and the sustainable use of natural resources along the 
Danube") of the Bulgarian society for the protection of birds (BSPB) under the 
programme for cross-border cooperation Bulgaria-Romania. 
 
The specific measures for the conservation of the protected area include: 
 
■ Monitoring of avifauna; 
■ Tracking the status of waterfowl, which are the subject of conservation and 
Habitat; 
■ Reporting on the effectiveness of the actions taken to achieve a favorable 
conservation status of the protected species. 
■ Maintain the appropriate water regime of hatcheries; 
■ Extensive Preservation methods of fish breeding; 
■ Maintain a Year-round minimum water level (70 cm) in at least 80% of the total 
territory of the pools; 
■ Follow the status of the species, subject to conservation and their habitats; 

5. Recommendations 



■ Monitoring of the effectiveness of the actions taken to achieve their favorable 
conservation status. 
 
 
 
5.1.4. Protected area "Island Ibisha" 
 
Pending the preparation of a management plan for maintained reserve "Ibisha". BSPB 
conducts monitoring of birds. 
 
The specific measures for the conservation of the protected area include: 
 
■ Protection of coastal habitats; 
■ Limiting the lumbering; 
■ Limiting planting non-native and invasive tree and shrub species and gradual 
replacement of existing forest cultures of non-native species; 
■ Restore floodplain forests; 
■ Examining the possibilities for recovery of the Marsh in the vicinity of the Singlets 
Tsibar, ensuring and maintaining the galf nature of the spill Gorno Tsibar (between 
the dike on the right bank of the Danube River and levee Tsibritsa), which is the main 
place for feeding the birds of čaplovata colony; 
■ Monitor the fish populations, control of the fisheries; 
■ Limit confiscation of inert materials from the bed of the Danube, restricting 
construction activities in the coastal zone of the Danube; 
■ Maintain a stable water regime, taking into consideration of measures to improve 
the navigation with the goals of conservation and selection of optimal from an 
environmental point of view. 
 
5.1.5. Protected area "Tsibar Swamp" 
 
■ Restoring the natural water regime of the Marsh and maintain suitable water mode, 
which ensures the full functioning as a wetland; 
■ Tracking the status of the species subject to the protection of their habitats and 
the effectiveness of the actions taken to achieve their favorable conservation status. 
 
5.1.6. Protected area "Golya Island" 
 
■ Reforestation with native trees in place of cultures from atypical for the species; 
■ Track the status of the species, which are the subject of conservation and their 
habitats. 
 
5.1.7. Protected area "Orsoya" 
 
■ Improving the condition of the water of the Danube River through the construction 
of wastewater treatment plants; 
■ Limiting current revisions, as well as draining the riparian wetlands; 
■ Restricting the clearing of riparian vegetation and afforestation with non-
introduced species; 



■ The afforestation of the coast with natural vegetation (White Poplar and white 
willow), to strengthen the banks and will create a buffer zone between the river and 
the agricultural areas;  
■ Keep the moisturizing and maintain grazing within limits. 
 
5.1.8. Protected area "Kozloduy" 
 
■ Reduce damage caused by cutting of forests; 
■ Termination of poacher felling; 
■ Support for resumption of natural forests; 
■ Promoting the graing in a controlled environment, as the complete lack of grazing 
can lead to the development of shrubs and trees that would change the natural 
appearance of the protected area. 
 
5.1.9. Protected area "Tsibar" 
 
■ Regulation of optimum quantity of cattle grazing per unit area and use of uniform 
grassland; 
■ Control of invasive species; 
■ Non-abstraction of aggregates and plowing of areas of Habitat for fields;  
■ Take conservation and restoration measures; 
■ Restoring the connection with the river and riparian marshes existed in the past. 
 
5.1.10. Protected area "Island steppe Vadin" 
 
■ Analysis and re-evaluation of the occupied territory of the specified as the only 
Habitat, since there are serious discrepancies between the values in the standard 
form and the actual conditions; 
■ Due to the large number of burned areas is necessary to promote the natural 
recovery; 
■ In areas with shrubs and invasive species will need cleaning. 
 
5.1.11. Protected area "Ostrov" 
 
■ Take conservation and restoration measures; 
■ Develop an antieutrophicational plan of habitats in the protected area; 
■ Reduction in the area of the macrophytes and the creation of areas with "water 
mirrors". 
■ Efficient recovery of the protected area with the Danube River. 
 
5.1.12. Protected area "Ogosta River" 
 
■ It is necessary to preserve the integrity of forests and to improve their 
management, to promote natural regeneration in order to reduce adverse trends 
related to poor forest age structure and the absence of dead wood. 
■ Adjustment of grazing; 
■ Termination of extraction of inert materials; 
■ Control of the introduction of invasive plant species; 
■ Future expansion on the territory of the zone to cover most of the habitats 
directive. 



 
5.1.14. Protected area "Kozloduy Islands" 
 
■ Reduce damage caused by deforestation, the felling poacher termination; 
■ Promotion of natural regeneration; 
■ A permanent control of the spread of invasive species; 
■ Preservation of normal water regime of the river the Danube. 
 
5.1.15. Protected area "Bliznatsi Islands" 
 
■ Preservation of natural water to runoff; 
■ Limit the eutrophication and pollution; 
■ Preservation of forests in the future without cutting and running them in 
accordance with modern methods in the forestry practice; 
■ Limit and control the spread of atypical for the territory of the protected area 
types. 
 
5.1.16. Protected area "Kutovo Island" 
 
■ Reduce damage caused by deforestation, the felling poacher termination; 
■ Promotion of natural regeneration; 
■ A permanent control of the spread of invasive species; 
■ Preservation of normal water regime of the river the Danube. 
 
5.2. Wetlands special 
 
5.2.1. Examples of the positive impact of human activity 
 
1. Create artificial wetlands. 
2. Commercial uses of wetlands, which lead to the maintenance of a favorable water 
regime. 
3. Environmentally friendly practices in other parts of the river basin, which lead to 
a limitation of erosion and sediment flow, the flow of nutrients, reduction of 
pollution, etc. 
 
5.2.2. Examples of the negative impact of human activities 
 
1. Drainage of floodplain river terraces, ponds and old river beds, disruption of 
natural links/corridors of wetlands in other bodies of water, the conversion of 
wetlands into farmland. 
2. Changes in the water regime due to adjustments of rivers and a variety of other 
natural hydro-morphological alterations to water bodies. 
3. Pollution from industrial, agricultural and other nature. 
4. The influx of sediments and nutrients. 
5. The abandonment of artificial or man-made wetlands supported. 
6. Poaching and anxiety of the avifauna and other animal groups. 
7. Changes in climate. 
 
5.3. Horizontal Recommendations 
 



■ Efficient application of several modes of protection simultaneously (e.g. Law on 
biological diversity, the birds directive and the habitats directive and the related 
rules for Natura 2000, Ramsar Convention, law on protected areas, etc.) have a good 
institutional coordination and the coordination of the objectives and approaches to 
achieve them with all stakeholders. The main tool to achieve this goal are the 
management plans of protected areas. 
■ To initiate the development of management plans for areas with the active 
involvement of all interested parties. The legislation allows us importers of proposals 
to develop management plans to be sovereigns, municipalities and non-governmental 
organizations that need to provide funding for the development and implementation 
of the plan. Funds for the financing of these activities may be contacted through 
projects financed by the program "environment" program for cross-border 
cooperation Romania-Bulgaria program, LIFE of the EU, etc. 
■ To promote the principles of Natura 2000, ecosystem services and benefits for the 
local community of conservation and maintenance of protected areas. 
■ To promote the development of ecosystem services through various forms of 
environmental education or through small demonstration projects and promotion of 
their results. 
■ To work for the establishment and training of a network of local volunteers (on the 
example of Greece), to inform the identified problems and to track their solution 
(including pollution resulting from human activities). 
■ To take measures to enhance the already existing partnerships and create new 
ones, for example through the implementation of joint projects, the establishment 
of joint working groups for the management of cross bordery protected areas. 
■ To capitalize on the tourism potential of protected areas as planning capacity and 
the means to regulate the decrease, as well as through the construction of 
environmentally friendly and interactive tourist interpretive infrastructure.  
________________________________________ 
[1] the Module flow represents the amount of water, measured in liters per second, which is drained by 1 square. km area of 
the river basin district. 
[3] SPEC -classification of Tucker, Heath, 1994. Determining the species of European importance on the basis of certain criteria. 
SPEC1 -species in Europe with a worldwide importance, due to their status of globally threatened, nature conservation 
dependent or insufficiently researched. SPEC2 -species whose worldwide population is concentrated in Europe and which have 
an unfavorable conservation status in Europe. SPEC3 -species whose population is concentrated in Europe, but their 
conservation status in Europe is less favorable. 
[4] subject to special measures for the conservation of their habitats to ensure their survival and reproduction in their area of 
distribution. 
[5] maintained reserve "Ibiša" is named for such by order no 794 of 08.10.1984 (No. 71/84 of the Official Gazette) of the 
Committee for the protection of the natural environment in the Council of Ministers. 
[6] according to Directive 92/43/EEC the priority natural habitat types means natural habitat types in danger of extinction. 
For their priority due to the scope of their natural distribution within the territory. 
[7] By January 2015. is part of the Ministry of an industry recovery, environment, and energy 
[8] http://www.gdos.gov.pl/historv-of-establishing (Directorate General for environmental protection). 
[9] http://www.ramsar.org/wetland/poland . 
[10] http://www.surf-nature.eu/fileadmin/SURFNATURE/Publications/Natura 2000 booklet PDF.pdf, Natura 2000 
Management, Regional Development funding as part of the integrated funding approach for biodiversity 
[11] http://cdn.intechopen.com/pdfs-wm/38189.pdf, Effectiveness of Nature Conservation - A Case of Natura 2000 Sites in 
Poland, Matgorzata Grodzinska-Jurczak, Marianna Strzelecka, Sristi Kamal and Justyna Gutowska 
[12] http://www.gov.scot/Topics/Environment/Wildlife-Habitats/protectedareas/NATURA 
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